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BRITANNIA UNITED CHURCH 

Advent IV 10:15 a.m. December 23, 2018 

Meditation: The name Immanuel – God with us – is a profound 
and powerful statement of God’s desire to be in 
intimate communion with human beings. 

Welcome: to Britannia United Church. Our nursery is always 
available to children three years of age and younger. It is at the 
end of the hall by the office. Headsets are available for those 
who need assisted hearing (speak to our sound technician). 
Please join in with the bold and italic print. Coffee and Tea are 
available at the back of the church, after the service. Please 
stand when (*) appears. 

We Gather in God’s Name 

Introit: Wait for the Lord (22) 

Announcements 

Prelude: Breath of Heaven 

Candle Lighting: (Lana Czelenski & Valerie Baldwin)  
This morning we light the fourth candle of Advent,  
the candle of love.  
(the candle is lit)  
God’s love makes the world go round.  
God’s love heals us and makes us whole.  
God’s love reached down from heaven  
to a stable in Bethlehem,  
to a world in need, to bless.  
God’s love will fill your heart  
as you journey to the manger. 
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Sung Response: Keep Us Mindful  
O Come, O come, Emmanuel.  
May you be born for our humanity! 

O come, O come, Emmanuel.  
May the light of these four candles,  
help us to say “Yes!” to whom you call us all to be!  
O come, O Come, Emmanuel.  
These candles keeps us mindful of your promise:  
Rejoice! Rejoice! O Israel, to you shall come Emmanuel.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! O Israel, to you shall come Emmanuel. 

Call to Worship:  
The people who walk in darkness will see a great light  
– a light that will shine on all who live in the land  
where death casts its shadow...  
For a child is born to us, a son is given to us.  
And the government will rest on his shoulders.  
These will be his royal titles: Wonderful Counsellor,  
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
(Isaiah 9:2 & 6)  

God of Surprising Generosity and Unexpected Grace,  
We have come to witness a miracle;  
to prepare our hearts for a new invasion of Your Light;  
We have come once again  
to open our souls and our lives to the divine birth.  
And in this sacred moment we ask for Your gentle Presence  
to captivate and challenge us.  
Amen.  

Hymn: Tomorrow Christ is Coming (27) 

Prayer of Praise and Confession:  
We celebrate You and praise You,  
God of new beginnings and surprising opportunities  
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Because You never cease  
to make Yourself available to us.  
We appreciate You and thank You,  
God of unquenchable life and irrepressible grace  
Because You continue to offer us  
the resources of Your Spirit. 

We love You and embrace You,  
God of unfailing compassion and constant companionship  
Because You walk beside us  
and transform us into agents of love.  
Forgive us, O Lord,  
When we seek to keep You to ourselves  
and shut others from Your influence  
Forgive us, O Christ,  
When we remain in our own weakness  
or take advantage of the weakness of others.  
Forgive us, O Spirit,  
When we deny Your friendship  
and withhold Your compassion from others.  
Heal us, restore and empower us, O God, we pray  
For the sake of Your kingdom which has broken into our world. 
Amen.  

Anthem: Elizabeth’s Greeting 

We Hear God’s Word 

Theme Presentation 

Hymn: To a Maid Whose Name Was Mary (14) 

Scripture Reading: Luke 1:46b-55 (NT, pg. 57) - (Kelvin Stanke) 

Message: A Call to Communion 

Hymn: Would You Bless Our Homes and Families (556) 
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A Prayer for Homes and Families (557) 

Communion  
Verne Bruce, John Todd, Dianne Tupper & Alison Manning 

The Invitation  
We thank and praise You, O God 

for You are not distant and uninvolved  
in our lives and our world  
But, You have come to us, humbly and gently,  
challengingly and irresistibly.  
And whoever receives You, whoever believes in You 
becomes a child of God, born of the Spirit.  

The Blessing  
So, we remember Jesus’ birth and life,  
His suffering and victory.  
On the night before His crucifixion,  
Jesus shared His last meal with His friends;  
He took the loaf of bread and blessed it,  
then breaking it, He offered it to them saying:  
This is my body broken for you.  
Eat this in memory of me.  
After the meal, He took the cup of wine and blessed it,  
then He offered it to them saying:  
This is my blood shed for you.  
Drink this in memory of me.  
So, we eat and we drink and we remember.  
With hope and joy in the new life  
which comes in God’s kingdom. Amen.  

Prayer of Invocation  
God of Grace,  
Come to us again in this meal,  
and as we share these elements of grace,  
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may we share in the gift of Christ;  
May we offer ourselves to you again,  
and may we become one with Christ  
and with each other – a single, unified body.  
Amen.  

Communion is Shared 

The Prayer After Communion  
We Give Thanks  

We thank You, Lord God,  
For breaking into our world, our lives  
and our experience.  
We thank You, O Christ,  
For this meal of remembering,  
and the stories of love and grace that it tells.  
We thank You, O Spirit,  
For Your Presence and Your challenge  
for us to become agents of God’s compassion.  
In Jesus’ Name. Amen  

We Respond to God 

Prayers of Joy and Concern and The Lord’s Prayer  

Offertory 

* Doxology: (55, verse 4)  
What can I give Him, poor as I am?  
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;  
yet – what I can, I give Him – give my heart. 

* Offertory Prayer:  
We Offer our Gifts and Ourselves to God  
In this moment of worship  
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we embrace Your presence again, O God.  
And we offer You our love.  
In this moment of prayer  
we proclaim again Your purpose for the world, O Saviour.  
And we offer You our resources.  
In this moment of giving  
we hear Your call again, O Lord.  
And we offer You ourselves.  
Use us – all that we have and all that we are  
to touch the world with the Christmas message:  
God is love. God is with us. God will never leave us.  
Amen 

Minute for Mission (Wendy Gallant) 

* Hymn: People Look East (9) 

*Benediction:  
As we move deeper into the story once again,  
may we hear the song of the angels,  
may we feel the glory of God,  
and know that the Spirit’s favour rests upon us all.  
Amen 

* Sung Response: May the Grace of Christ (419) 

Postlude 


