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BRITANNIA UNITED CHURCH 

Sunday Worship 10:15 a.m. December 30, 2018 

Meditation: “For last year's words belong to last year's language. 

And next year's words await another voice. And to 

make an end is to make a beginning." T.S. Elliot 

Welcome: to Britannia United Church. Our nursery is always 
available to children three years of age and younger. It is at the end 
of the hall by the office. Headsets are available for those who need 
assisted hearing (speak to our sound technician). Please join in with 
the bold and italic print. Coffee and Tea are available at the back 
of the church, after the service. Please stand when (*) appears. 

We Gather in God’s Name 

Introit: Joy to the World (59) 

Announcements 

Prelude 

Call to Worship:  
As the old year ends and a new one begins, take time:  
time to remember the struggles you faced,  
and mistakes you might have made,  
and maybe even loved ones you lost.  
In every year, you experience heartache.  
This one was no different.  
And in remembering,  
find a seed of hope hidden in yesterday.  
Remember how you’ve been blessed.  
Relive when you found unexpected strength.  
Recall where you saw God’s Spirit at work.  
And know how God’s mercy kept you going all this time.  
Recognize God’s mercy. Ask for God’s peace.  
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The peace that pours out every moment of every day,  
from the Prince of Peace, our Christ. 

Prayer:  
Prepare us, O God for the New Year.  
Lift us up and place in our hearts,  
a renewed desire to know and worship you more.  
Give us your abundant grace.  
Shower us with your healing love.  
May your eternal kingdom reign  
in our hearts, and our lives.  
May the New Year show us once again  
your mercy and your glory,  
and let us sing your praises with great joy.  
In Christ’s name. Amen 

The History of Our Christmas Carols 

Hymn: Silent Night (67) 

Carol: The Twelve Days of Christmas  
A Partridge in a Pear Tree  
Two Turtle Doves  
Three French Hens  
Four Calling Birds  
Five Golden Rings  
Six Geese a Laying  
Seven Swans a Swimming  
Eight Maids a Milking  
Nine Ladies Dancing  
Ten Lords a Leaping  
Eleven Pipers Piping  
12 Drummers Drumming 

Anthem: Angels We Have Heard On High 

We Hear God’s Word 
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Theme Presentation 

Hymn: Hark the Herald Angels Sing (48) 

We Respond to God 

Prayers of Joy and Concern and The Lord’s Prayer  

Offertory 

* Doxology: (55, verse 4)  
What can I give Him, poor as I am?  
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;  
yet – what I can, I give Him – give my heart. 

* Offertory Prayer:  
God of new beginnings, God of this New Year,  
may this offering represent new beginnings:  
in our living, in our loving, in our world. Amen 

Minute for Mission 

* Carol: God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen  
God rest ye merry, gentlemen  
let nothing you dismay  
remember, Christ, our Saviour  
was born on Christmas day  
to save us all from Satan’s power  
when we were gone astray.  
O tidings of comfort and joy,  
comfort and joy,  
O tidings of comfort and joy. 



 

4 

From God, our heavenly Father  
a blessed angel came;  
and unto certain shepherds  
brought tidings of the same:  
how that in Bethlehem was born  
the Son of God by Name.  
O tidings of comfort and joy,  
comfort and joy,  
O tidings of comfort and joy. 

Now to the Lord sing praises,  
all you within this place,  
and with true love and brotherhood  
each other new embrace;  
this holy tide of Christmas  
doth bring redeeming grace.  
O tidings of comfort and joy,  
comfort and joy,  
O tidings of comfort and joy. 

Prayer for a New Beginning  
Creating and loving God:  
At the beginning of this New Year, I offer you my life.  
Come take my voice, may the words I speak  
be filled with encouragement and goodness.  
Come take my hands, may the work they create  
be generous and giving.  
Come take my feet, may the journeys I walk  
be led by your Spirit within.  
Come take my life, for I love your goodness,  
your kindness and your leading.  
Amen. 

*Benediction: Colossians 3:12-17 

* Sung Response: Go Now in Peace (964) 
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Postlude  

“May Light always surround you;  
Hope kindle and rebound you.  
May your Hurts turn to Healing;  
Your Heart embrace Feeling.  

May Wounds become Wisdom;  
Every Kindness a Prism.  
May Laughter infect you; 

Your Passion resurrect you.  
May Goodness inspire  
your Deepest Desires.  

Through all that you Reach For,  
May your arms Never Tire.”  

― D. Simone 


