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BRITANNIA UNITED CHURCH

Lent III 10:15 am March 24, 2019

Meditation:  “I do not understand the mystery of grace –
only that it meets us where we are and does 

not leave us 
where it found us.”   Anne Lamott

Welcome:  to Britannia United Church. Our nursery is 
always available to children three years of age and younger. 
It is at the end of the hall by the office.  Headsets are 
available for those who need assisted hearing (speak to our 
sound technician).  Please join in with the bold and italic 
print.  Coffee and Tea are available at the back of the 
church, after the service.  Please stand when (*) appears.

We Gather in God’s Name

Introit:  Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying (400)

Announcements

Prelude:  Long Before the Night

Opening Prayer:  
There is a sound, God,
when grief spills from the corner of an eye,
and stains the earth with its wetness.
It is not a quiet sound,
although it may be difficult to hear,
and it is not a strange sound;
we know its compelling rhythms all too well,
because it is, after all, the sound of your voice.
You fill every tear with your nail-scarred presence,
and breathe into every gasp,
your comforting Spirit.
And in every broken voice, you call,
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inviting us to find you
in the weeping.

Thank you for the grace that shouts
in the pain of our world,
and that teaches us to listen for life
in the sound of tears.

Sung Response:  Long Before the Night (282)

Call to Worship:
From God’s grace we are called to gather.
In God’s grace we are called to worship.
By God’s grace we are called to live.
It all starts here…in the shadow of God’s grace,
where light is found.

Anthem:  Ka mana’o ‘I ‘O (Faithful is Our God)

Theme Presentation

Minute for Mission   (Maggie Taylor)

We Hear God’s Word

Scripture Reading:  Luke 13:1-9  (NT, pg.76) (Chris Hulan)

Message:  Extended Grace

Hymn:  In the Bulb There is a Flower (703)

We Respond to God

Prayers of Joy and Concern and The Lord’s Prayer 

Offertory  

• Doxology:   (541)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures high and low;
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give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

* Offertory Prayer: 
Loving God,
you give your love without question,
without expectation, without judgment.
This is Grace.
May the light of your love fill our offering
so all may receive the gifts they need.
In Christ’s name and example.  Amen
* Hymn: Amazing Grace (266)

* Commissioning and Benediction: The Call of Compassion
If we’re honest, compassion does not come easy to us, God;
We see others who struggle;
those without homes, or food;
those dying from curable diseases, simply because
they can’t get access to the medicine they need;
those who have lost loved ones through death or 
circumstance,
and long for human companionship;
those who are persecuted and judged 
because of their difference;
those who are facing the awful consequences
of bad choices they have made;
and those who must live with the consequences
of choices that others make that impact their lives;
It all just feels like it’s too much,
and there’s nothing we can do.
But, we know that’s not true – 
we know that compassion is enough;
that when we allow ourselves to feel,
compassion will lead us to do what we can,
and that this will make a difference.
And so, we pray first for ourselves:
that you would soften our hearts,
and still our fears,
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and lead us into those acts of compassion
that we are capable of doing.

And then we pray for all of these others
whose lives can be changed
through small, simple acts of care;
that you would disturb us, and others like us,
until we finally step up and play our part
in the saving of your world;
and that enough of us would answer your call,
that the needs of the hurting ones
may be met.
In Jesus’ Name,  Amen.

* Sung Response:  May the Grace of Christ (419)

Postlude  
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