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Meditation: “When you forgive, you in no way change the
past, but you sure do change the future.”
-- Bernard Meltzer
Welcome: to Britannia United Church. Our nursery is
always available to children three years of age and younger.
It is at the end of the hall by the office. Headsets are
available for those who need assisted hearing (speak to our
sound technician). Please join in with the bold and italic
print. Coffee and Tea are available at the back of the
church, after the service. Please stand when (*) appears.
We Gather in God’s Name
Introit: Come, Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love (574 vs. 1-2)
Announcements
Prelude
Call to Worship:
I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him,
"Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you."
(Luke 15:18)
So he set off and went to his father.
But while he was still far off,
his father saw him and was filled with compassion;
he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.
(Luke 15:20)
Hymn: Jesus Loves Me (365)

2

Opening Prayer:
Lord Jesus,
preaching good tidings to the people,
proclaiming release to the captives,
setting at liberty those who are bound:
We adore you.
Lord Jesus,
friend of the outcast and the poor,
feeder of the hungry,
healer of the sick.
We adore you.
Lord Jesus,
denouncing the oppressor,
exposing the hypocrite,
overcoming evil with good.
We adore you.
Lord Jesus,
pattern of gentleness,
teacher of holiness,
prophet of the kingdom of heaven.
We adore you.
Lord Jesus,
dying to save us from our sins,
rising to give us eternal life,
ascending to prepare our heavenly home.
We adore you.
Anthem: All We Asked You Gave and More
We Hear God’s Word
Theme Presentation
Minute for Mission: (Maggie Taylor)
Scripture Reading: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 (NT, pg.78)
(Barry Meredith)
Hymn: Great is Thy Faithfulness (288)
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Message: Prodigal Love
Prayer:
God of Reckless Prodigals and Self-Righteous Siblings,
We praise You for always being there
in times of joyful celebration
and times of despairing distress;
in times of noble faithfulness
and times of wasteful foolishness.
We praise You for the gentle wisdom
that whispers in stillness
and always leads us to the light.
We praise You for Your nail-scarred hand
always extended for us to hold.
Forgive us when we forget Your counsel,
guidance and presence,
and, by choice or by ignorance,
wander blind and aimless without You.
Thank You for always calling us back,
for making a way at Your own ultimate expense
for us to be renewed and forgiven.
And for touching us again now
with Your love and grace and wisdom.
In Jesus’s Name. Amen.
Hymn: When a Poor One (702)
We Respond to God
Prayers of Joy and Concern and The Lord’s Prayer
Offertory
* Doxology: (541)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures high and low;
give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.
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* Offertory Prayer:
Graceful God,
as we dedicate the offering,
may the love you share
be reflected in the love we give;
grace received, grace extended, living grace. Amen

* Hymn: Would You Bless Our Homes and Families (556)
*Benediction: A Prayer for Homes and Families (557)
In you, O God,
every family on earth receives its name.
Illumine the homes of this earth
with the light of your love,
granting courage to those who are hurt or lonely,
endurance to those who care
for sick family members,
and wisdom to those in fearful times of change.
We thank you for gifts of love we have received
from mother, father, spouse, child, or companion.
As we have been loved by you and by others,
so may we love.
Grant us your peace, through Jesus the Christ. Amen.
Sung Response: (574 vs. 3-4)
Postlude
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