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BRITANNIA UNITED CHURCH

Sunday Worship 10:15 am June 23, 2019

Meditation:  “At the center of the universe dwells the Great 
Spirit.  And that center is really everywhere.  It is within each 
of us.”  -- Black Elk

Welcome:  to Britannia United Church. Headsets are 
available for those who need assisted hearing (speak to our 
sound technician).  Please join in with the bold and italic 
print.  Coffee and Tea are available at the back of the 
church, after the service.  Please stand when (*) appears.

We Gather in God’s Name

Introit:  Many and Great, O God, Are Your Works (308)

Announcements

Acknowledgment:
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on
this land; their relationship with the land is at the centre of 
their lives and spirituality. We are gathered on the traditional,
unceded territory of the Algonquin Anishnaabeg people and 
acknowledge their stewardship of this land throughout the 
ages.

Prelude

Call to Worship:  
We gather to share in God’s dream 
of abundant life for all.
We gather to give and receive gifts 
of deep emotion, deep wisdom, and deep love. 
With gratitude we gather as a community 
to praise God, to seek transformation, 
and to celebrate the power of the Spirit who is always moving. 
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Opening Prayer:
Let us give thanks to our Creator
for the Creator is always with us.
God is with us in the call of a loon
and in the flight of an eagle.
Our Creator is with us in the changing of the seasons.
God is with us when we gather together
and when we are alone.
Our Creator is with us in our giftedness
and in our search for new understandings of ourselves,
new visions of our communities.
Let us give thanks to God, our Creator.

—A prayer from The Dancing Sun (United Church of 
Canada/Anglican Church of Canada), alt., for   Aboriginal 
Sunday

Hymn:  As the Deer Pants for the Water (766)

Theme Presentation:  Sacred Stones

Anthem:  All Who Are Thirsty

We Hear God’s Word

Minute for Mission:   (Maggie Taylor)

Scripture Reading:  Psalm 42 (767)  (Maggie Taylor)

Message:  Heart Berries
God forgives,
and calls all of us to confess our fears and failings 
with honesty and humility. 
God reconciles,
and calls us to repent the part we have played
in damaging our world, ourselves, and each other. 
God transforms,
and calls us to protect the vulnerable,
to pray for deliverance from evil,
to work with God for the healing of the world, 
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that all might have abundant life. 
We sing of grace.  —A Song of Faith 

We Praise You for the Sacred Fires
God, Creator and Great Mystery, 
we praise you for the Sacred Fires that burn today 
and for the prayer-filled smoke that you receive and bless. 
We offer our deep gratitude 
that the Fire’s light informs and guides our journey. 
We pray, just as the Elders prayed, 
for renewal and for the restoration 
of beauty to the land and its people.

We acknowledge the diverse and abundant gifts 
of Canada’s Indigenous Peoples. 
We recognize that their knowledge and wisdom 
have benefited generations past and present, 
and that this blessing will continue for generations to come. 
We remember the many who are committed 
to the healing of family, community, and nations.

We pray for Mother Earth, the waters, the winds,
for our siblings the animals, birds, and fish, 
and all of life that surrounds us. 
We pray that we will walk the good Red Road of life, 
and that we will walk with courage, honesty, humility, 
love, respect, truth and wisdom.

We offer this prayer in humility and hope, 
and in the name, of our brother Jesus, 
the one who lights our path 
to wholeness, justice and peace. Amen.

—A prayer for Indigenous Day of Prayer by the Rev. Maggie
Dieter, Executive Minister, Aboriginal Ministries and 
Indigenous Justice; and Bill Snow, Stoney Nakoda First 
Nation, Alberta, member of the Indigenous Justice and 
Residential School Committee

Hymn:  Be Still, My Soul (652)
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We Respond to God

Prayers of Joy and Concern and The Lord’s Prayer

Offertory

* Doxology:  (541)

* Offertory Prayer: 
Awesome God, Creator of all things,
you have entrusted the world into our keeping,
teach us how to receive it gratefully,
to share it graciously,
to walk upon it gracefully,
in the name and example of Christ.  Amen

* Hymn:  Go Make a Diff’rence  (MV, 209)

* Benediction:  
Surround yourself in the Spirit;
God is with us.
Surround yourself in the Light;
God is with us.
Surround yourself in the Wisdom;
God is with us.
Surround yourself in the Love;
God is with us.
Be brave. Be strong. Be humble.
Be God.
Peace be with us.
In Jesus name,  Amen.

* Sung Response:  Go Now in Peace (964)

Postlude  

***********

“We will be known forever by the tracks we leave.”  
-- Dakota Proverb
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