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BRITANNIA UNITED CHURCH

Sunday Worship 10:15 am September 15, 2019
International Day of Peace

Meditation  :  “Peace is its own reward.” -- Mahatma Gandhi

Welcome:  to Britannia United Church. Our nursery is 
always available to children three years of age and younger. 
It is at the end of the hall by the office.  Headsets are 
available for those who need assisted hearing (speak to our 
sound technician).  Please join in with the bold and italic 
print.  Coffee and Tea are available at the back of the 
church, after the service.  Please stand when (*) appears.

We Gather in God’s Name

Introit:  
I am walking a path of peace*, (repeat 3 times)
lead me home, lead me home.

Announcements

Prelude  

Call to Worship: 
Sisters and brothers,
enter into this space together
to worship the Holy One.
Let us rejoice, for God offers us freedom 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
gives us the Spirit to be children of God
and to live free from fear and free of insignificance.
We come to walk with Jesus;
the same way Jesus walked 
down the streets of Jerusalem
and throughout the countryside.
We come to remember the simple act of walking
as defiance against oppression,
and the simple act of writing

2

http://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/2011/05/mothers-day-call-to-worship.html


as calling attention to injustice;
each creates the peace and love that Jesus teaches us.
God we come! 

Inspired by the Dec. 10, 2007 Human Rights Liturgy by the World
Student Christian Federation—Asia-Pacific.

Candle Lighting

Responsive Reading:  “You Would” by Thom M. Shuman
If we would be your people, Blessed God, 
we must look in the windows of the world: 
to see as you see, to love as you love, 
to act as you act. 
Through us, you would stand by the poor,
supporting them at the beginning of their distress, 
not when they are at the end of their hope. 
Through us, you would side with the oppressed, 
and challenge us to release them 
from their tyranny and torture. 
Through us, you would speak for the voiceless,
and call the powerful to meek and lowly lives. 
Through us, you would... 
Beloved Holy One: 
help us to be doers, not just hearers 
of your heart.

Hymn:  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You (232)

Opening Prayer:  
Holy One, Creator and Spirit of Life
We thank you for the gift of this day
and this gathering of your people.
We have come with our joys and our brokenness.
We have come with our certainties and our confusion. 
We have come with our insignificance and our power. 
Teach us. 
Reach us.
Nourish us.
Then set us forth
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to walk,
to talk,
to write,
to live your message of peace in our corner 
and through all the lands. Amen. 

Anthem:  Dona Nobis Pacem

Theme Presentation:
“The Brave Little Parrot,” a Buddhist folktale from India 

We Hear God’s Word

Scripture Reading:  Luke 18:1-8 (NT, pg.81) (Dee Vance)

Message:  One Step

Prayer of Confession: 
Eternal God,
save us from weak resignation to violence
and jar us from the persistent underestimation
of our abilities to help others.
Help us to remember 
that the faceless ones and our enemies
eat food the same as us
are hurt by weapons the same as us
are lonely behind walls the same as us
and have children with dreams the same as ours.
Forgive our excuses
Forgive our indifference
Forgive our lack of solidarity... 

A Call to Action: 
Grant us peace that will
BREAK our silence in the midst of violence 
then prophetic voices shall resonate 
Grant us peace that will
PULL US DOWN from the steeple of our pride 
then we’ll learn to wash each other’s feet 
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Grant us peace that will
EMPTY us of hate and intolerance
then we’ll turn guns into guitars and sing 
Grant us peace that will
DISTURB us in our apathy
then we’ll dance together under the sun.

Words of Assurance: 
Hear the good news: Christ is our peace.
Christ has united those who were separated.
Christ has broken down the walls of hostility.
Christ has given wings to our steps on the path of justice. 
Rejoice in the Lord, the kin(g)dom is at hand! Amen.

*  Hymn:  Though Ancient Walls (691)

We Respond to God

Prayers of Joy and Concern and The Lord’s Prayer

Offertory

* Doxology:  Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands (537)

* Offertory Prayer: 
Peace is generosity, not a silence. 
The risk is ours to take. 
We choose to act and share 
our time, talents, and treasures. 
We choose to step with God into the obstacles 
so that peace becomes the path to walk.
Excerpted with permission from International Day of Prayer for Peace 
2005 (Philippines). World Council of Churches—Ecumenical Service in 
Palestine and Israel, 4–10 June 2008, a joint advocacy initiative 
convened by the World Council of Churches.

Pastoral Prayer:
Holy One,
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we know that we are not alone,
we live in your world.
We know that you call each of us
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil.
We know that each of us carries within our self
your vision of all creation healed and restored.
Because we are partners with you
in caring for this creation 
and the worldwide community of people, 
Holy One, listen to our pleading hearts... 
Grant us the courage to walk in solidarity
with people who face seemingly insurmountable
obstacles to peace…
Gracious God, your love knows no limits.
Fill our hearts with your compassion,
open our eyes to your presence in the world 
and enlarge our minds to understand your will. 
Take our hands and minister through them. 
Speak through our words and direct our feet 
in the path of peace, that Christ may be revealed in us 
and the world may believe. Amen. 
Final stanza from International Church Action for Peace in Palestine and 
Israel, 4-10 June 2008, a joint advocacy initiative convened by the World
Council of Churches.

* Hymn:  O Day of Peace (682)

* Benediction:
May we now take that one step into the world 
and embrace it, as you have embraced us.
Know that the blessing of God—Creator, Christ, and Spirit—
is with us this day and always. Amen.

* Sung Response:  
I am walking a path of peace*, (repeat 3 times)
lead me home, lead me home.

Postlude  
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*********

This worship service was prepared for the
celebration of International Peace Day which is

observed on September 21 of each year, or at other
times when global affairs cry for attention. The

service assures participants that even the smallest
action to create peace, though seemingly

inconsequential, will be part of God’s way of
creating shalom in creation.
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