
BRITANNIA UNITED CHURCH

Sunday Worship 10:15 am September 22, 2019
Mission and Service Fund Worship Service

Welcome:  to Britannia United Church. Our nursery is 
always available to children three years of age and younger. 
It is at the end of the hall by the office.  Headsets are 
available for those who need assisted hearing (speak to our 
sound technician).  Please join in with the bold and italic 
print.  Coffee and Tea are available at the back of the 
church, after the service.  Please stand when (*) appears.

We Gather in God’s Name

Introit:  Come In, Come In and Sit Down (395, vs. 1 and 2)

Announcements

Prelude  

Call to Worship:  (Susan Aiken)
This day we celebrate small things: 
a seed dropped, 
a hug shared, 
a gift given.
Small, perhaps even insignificant things 
in the counting of humankind, 
but in God’s grace the seed, fallen to earth, 
is nurtured by soil and rain and sun, 
to become a tree;
shade for the weary,
shelter and home for the birds of the air. 
In God’s grace
a hug shared becomes a chain of love expressed, 
person to person,
heart to heart. 
In God’s grace

http://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/2011/05/mothers-day-call-to-worship.html


one gift is joined by another, 
multiplied and shared, 
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sending hope around the world. 
We celebrate small things, 
seeds of God’s love, 
grown to great things in us.

Hymn:  In the Bulb There is a Flower (703)

Opening Prayer:   (Helen Hutcheson)
Holy One, ever-creating God,
small things count in your kingdom. 
Granules of yeast leaven bread,
a tiny mustard seed becomes a great tree,
a humble meal of two fish and five loaves 
provides a feast for a multitude, 
and there are leftovers. 
We hold within us
small seeds of hope,
the promise of joy,
and the possibility of great love.
Within your grace we are a people of abundance.
Holy One, send your Spirit into our lives 
that hope may blossom, 
joy spill over,
and love hold all people of this earth. 
Holy One, grant us your presence. Amen. 

Anthem:  God Has Chosen Me

Theme Presentation:  Seeds that Grow and Grow 
– Rev. Jim

We Hear God’s Word

Scripture Reading:  Matthew 13:31-32  (NT, pg14)
(Lorraine Montgomery)
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Message:   “Overflowing Generosity”   
-- Rev. Trisha Elliott - 

Stewardship and Gifts Officer, Philanthropy Unit, East 
Central Ontario Regional Council of the United Church of 
Canada.

Responsive Reading:   (Lorraine Montgomery)
A raindrop falls,
splashes on the ground 
and meets another. 
Drop by drop a puddle grows, 
overflows and becomes a stream. 
Streams travel on their way 
join together and become a river. 
This is the river of God, 
the river named Compassion 
where heart meets heart 
and justice sails. 
A seed is sown;
nurtured by rain and sun it grows. 
Rooted in the earth, 
stem reaching upwards, 
leaves branching forth.
The seed becomes a head of wheat, 
grain to be broken, milled and baked, a loaf of bread. 
This is the bread of God, 
life offered, the hungry fed. 
One person stretches out hands 
with a gift presented. 
One gift joins another 
and another 
and another. 
Generous hearts giving. 
These are the people of God where love gathers 
and spills into the world.
The Mission and Service Fund of our United Church 
is gifts gathered,
joined together
and sent into the world. 
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This is God’s love made known. 
Praise be given to God. 

*  Hymn:  God of the Sparrow (229)

We Respond to God

Prayers of Joy and Concern and The Lord’s Prayer

Offertory

* Doxology:  God is Passionate Life (695)

* Offertory Prayer:  Rev. Jim
We live within the abundance of God’s grace; 
when bread is broken,
when love is lifted up,
when generous hearts give great gifts, 
adding them one to the other, 
there is enough for all. 
Thanks be to God.  Amen

* Hymn:  May the God of Hope Go With Us (424)

Final Remarks:  (Helen Hutcheson)

* Benediction:  Rev. Jim
Go into the world with the blessing of the Gospel,
planting seeds of kindness, justice and compassion,
bringing hope to the world, in Christ’s name.  Amen

* Sung Response:  I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me (575)

Postlude  

*********
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