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BRITANNIA UNITED CHURCH

Sunday Worship 10:15 am October 20, 2019

Meditation:  “Prayer does not change God, but it changes 
him who prays.” Soren Kierkegaard

Welcome:  to Britannia United Church. Our nursery is 
always available to children three years of age and younger. 
It is at the end of the hall by the office.  Headsets are 
available for those who need assisted hearing (speak to our 
sound technician).  Please join in with the bold and italic 
print.  Coffee and Tea are available at the back of the 
church, after the service.  Please stand when (*) appears.

We Gather in God’s Name

Introit:  Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying (400)

Announcements

Prelude  

Call to Worship: 
As we gather to worship, let us open our hearts,
our minds and our lives,
to the persistent, living Word of God.
And let us be open to God’s leading.

Hymn:  Open Our Hearts  (first time Lauren)
Open our hearts, open our minds.
Open our lives to you O loving God.
Open our hearts, open our minds.
Open our lives to you, O loving God.
Open our hearts, open our minds.
Open our lives to you O loving God.
Open our hearts, open our minds.
Open our lives to you, O loving God. Open your hearts.
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Opening Prayer:  Wrestling  (Brenda Hamilton)
Following you is not as easy as it may seem at first, God;
Getting your ways into our hearts
is not a matter of just reading a few verses of the Bible,
or singing a few hymns;
No, to get your law inscribed on our inmost beings 
takes some wrestling;
It takes standing our ground when you come to us
in your fearful glory,
and carrying the mark of the encounter in our bodies and souls;
It takes prayer that is more than superstitious words
to try and manipulate circumstances or people,
but is a life-altering opening of ourselves,
that confronts and challenges us,
and makes us your instruments of justice and grace.
But if we are to live what we believe,
to go beyond empty words
or simple agreement with ideas or doctrines,
we need this wrestling;
If our lives are to be portals for your reign,
channels for your compassion and healing,
containers for your joy and abundance,
we need our hearts to be broken open,
our souls to be engraved with your words,
our bodies to be driven by something more than appetite. 
And so we come, nervously but expectantly,
and offer ourselves to you again
in whole-hearted prayer and worship.

Sung Response:
Open our hearts, open our minds.
Open our lives to you O loving God.
Open our hearts, open our minds.
Open our lives to you, O loving God.

Anthem:  He Will Not Let You Fall

Theme Presentation
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Minute for Mission:  Helen Hutcheson

We Hear God’s Word

Scripture Hymn:  Psalm 121 (842)

Message:  Persistent Faith  (Luke 18:1-8)

Prayer:   Prayers  (Dori Jensen)
As we pray, O God,
we ask you to keep us from using prayer
as an escape;
keep us from the temptation of uttering a few words,
in the hope that you will swoop in and do the rest
with no further requirement from us.

May our prayers be a constant, unending rhythm
that drives not just our words,
but our thoughts, our attitudes and our actions;
may we never stop seeking, asking, knocking,
pleading for justice,
wrestling with your coming reign;

As we pray for our world,
may we also live lightly on the earth,
taking only what we need,
and giving all we can;

As we pray for our nation,
may we also live as good neighbours,
protecting the weak and vulnerable,
and celebrating goodness and grace
wherever we may find it;

As we pray for our community,
may we also live with open arms and hearts,
embracing both familiar companions
and unknown strangers,
and welcoming all as you do;
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As we pray for our friends and families,
may we also live as those who lay down their lives,
selflessly serving those in our care,
and always choosing the sacrificial way of love.

And so may our prayers be the catalyst,
that changes us into little incarnations –
ordinary people
who manifest Christ.  Amen.

We Respond to God

Prayers of Joy and Concern and The Lord’s Prayer

Offertory

* Doxology:  (541)

* Offertory Prayer: 

* Hymn:  I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me (575)

* Benediction:
As you go forth unto the hills,
know that God is watching over you,
and may the God who preserves 
your going out and your coming in,
keep you safe always.  Amen

* Sung Response:  Lord, Prepare Me To Be a Sanctuary
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,
pure and holy tried and true; with thanksgiving,
I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.

Postlude  

*********
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