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BRITANNIA UNITED CHURCH

Sunday Worship 10:15 am November 24, 2019

Meditation:  “A leader is best when people barely know he 
exists.  When his work is done, his aim fulfilled, they will say:
we did it ourselves.” -- Laozi

Welcome:  to Britannia United Church. Our nursery is 
always available to children three years of age and younger. 
It is at the end of the hall by the office.  Headsets are 
available for those who need assisted hearing (speak to our 
sound technician).  Please join in with the bold and italic 
print.  Coffee and Tea are available at the back of the 
church, after the service.  Please stand when (*) appears.

We Gather in God’s Name

Introit:    Rejoice, the Lord is King (213 vs. 1 and 4)

Announcements

Prelude  

Call to Worship: (from Psalm 136:1,4,6, 25-26)
O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good,
God’s steadfast love endures forever.
Give thanks for God, who does great wonders,
God’s steadfast love endures forever.
God spread out the earth on the waters,
God’s steadfast love endures forever.
gives food to all creatures,
God’s steadfast love endures forever.
and reigns in peace and love.
God’s steadfast love endures forever.
O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good,
God’s steadfast love endures forever. Amen.

Hymn:  Jesus Came, a Child Like Me (583)
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Opening Prayer:   The UnKing
We call you ‘King’, Jesus,
but you’re not like any king we’ve ever heard of;
You don’t flaunt your power,
waving your hand dismissively
to change the lives of your subjects;
You don’t hoard your wealth,
and tax your people just to grow more comfortable
in your isolated palace;
You don’t exploit the weak and unconnected,
or use the ambition of ladder-climbers
to further your control. 
No, you are the King who lays down his crown,
to walk among us as one of us;
You are the King who lays down his life,
to bring abundant, eternal life to all who seek it;
You are the King who draws the weak, the rejected, 
the poor, the child into the centre of the conversation
and into the heart of where real power lies. 
You, Jesus, are the UnKing – 
the King whose Kingdom, redefines everything we know
and will continue to do so for eternity.  Amen.

Anthem:  Hear the Call of the Kingdom

Theme Presentation

Minute for Mission:  Susan Aiken

We Hear God’s Word

Scripture Reading:  Luke 1:68-79 (NT, pg 58) (Gail Wyse)

Message:  It’s Reigning Zen

Prayer:  This Hidden Kingdom
We don’t see it, but it’s everywhere we look;
We don’t hear it, but its message is constantly 
whispered throughout the world;
We can’t touch it, but its energy flows through every 
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interaction, every connection.
This Kingdom of Yours, God, is hidden 
in the ordinary stuff that makes up our everyday lives;
It’s like yeast in a loaf of bread, like a tiny seed that
imperceptibly sprouts and grows in the secret, unseen place;
And while we may miss it, or doubt it, or wonder why 
it appears weak in the face of the challenges of this world,
This Kingdom of Yours exerts an inexorable influence on us
calling us to be more than our selfishness and pride
would lead us to believe we are
leading us to love and serve and connect in ways
that leave us and our world different,
more alive, more real, more whole.
And so, God, we celebrate this hidden Kingdom of Yours
we praise You for its gentle power, and we open ourselves,
once again, to its life-giving influence.  Amen.

*  Hymn:  Are You a Shepherd?  (MV 126)

We Respond to God

Prayers of Joy and Concern and The Lord’s Prayer

Offertory

* Doxology:  Your Work, O God, Needs Many Hands (537)

* Offertory Prayer: 
We pray for you blessing upon our offering,
may these gifts be transformed, 
bringing peace to our world.
In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen

* Hymn:  All the Way My Saviour Leads Me (635)

* Prayer:  Your Kingdom Come
Lord God, Sovereign of all,
We need Your wisdom and compassion
to flood the corridors of power
in our world.
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May Your Kingdom come.
We need creativity and courage
to guide and uplift the least
in our word.
May Your Kingdom come.
We need Your mercy and peace
to still the conflict and hatred
in our world.
May Your Kingdom come.
We need Your healing and life
to bring wholeness to the broken and diseased
in our world.
May Your Kingdom come,
and may Your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.  Amen.

* Commissioning and Benediction:
Let us go forth into the Kingdom of God,
sharing love, sharing grace, 
giving the best of ourselves
so that peace may reign
and all may sing Hallelujah in God’s name.  Amen

* Sung Response:  Hallelujah, Give Thanks (179 vs 1)

Postlude  
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