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BRITANNIA UNITED CHURCH

Epiphany V 10:15 am February 2, 2020

Meditation:  “Until you are ready to look foolish, you’ll never 
have the possibility of being great.”    -- Cher

Welcome:  to Britannia United Church. Our nursery is always 
available to children three years of age and younger. It is at the 
end of the hall by the office.  Headsets are available for those 
who need assisted hearing (speak to our sound technician).  
Please join in with the bold and italic print.  Coffee and Tea 
are available at the back of the church, after the service.  
Please stand when (*) appears.

We Gather in God’s Name

Introit:  I’ve Got Peace Like a River  (577)

Announcements

Prelude

Call to Worship:  Fools for Christ
We come into the presence of a God
we can neither see nor touch,
yet a God we can sense.
We are fools for Christ’s sake.
We come in the name of Jesus,
whose beauty we cannot explain or capture,
but know intimately.
We are fools for Christ’s sake.
We come to hear from a book,
words and stories that are ancient, and yet ever new.
We are fools for Christ’s sake.
We live in a world whose economy is based on keeping,
yet in this place we are invited to give.
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We are fools for Christ’s sake.
We come, leaving behind all the business of our lives—.
all the other important things we could be doing.
We come here to worship.
We are fools for Christ’s sake.

Hymn:  Be Thou My Vision  (642)

Anthem:  The Wonderful Cross 

Theme Presentation

Minute for Mission:  Verne Bruce / Arafat

We Hear God’s Word

Scripture Reading:  I Corinthians 1:18-21, 25-31 
(NT, pg.166) (Dee Vance)

Message:  Foolish Faith

Prayer: 
O Lord, you know that I don’t like being seen as a fool. 
I want people to think well of me, 
to see me as wise and cultured. 
So there are times when I am tempted 
to soft-pedal the Gospel. 
Forgive me, Lord, for worrying so much 
about my own image that I fail to speak and live for you.
Help me to be a fool for you. 
Yet, at the same time, give me wisdom 
so that I am not just an idiot. 
Sometimes it seems like Christians, 
under the banner of being fools for Christ, 
act in ways that are silly and wrongheaded 
and dishonouring to you. 
So help me, I pray, to discern rightly 
how to live in a countercultural way. 
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Show me when it is, in fact, right 
to engage the culture 
and to communicate effectively within it.
All praise be to you, dear Lord Jesus, 
because you did the utterly “foolish” thing 
by becoming human and dying on the cross. 
May I live my whole life in imitation 
of your self-giving wisdom.  Amen.

Hymn:  Blest Are They  (896 based on Matthew 5:1-12)

Communion
Don Cullen, Marie-Therese O'Sullivan

Dori Jensen and Ole Jensen

The Invitation

The Blessing and Distribution

The Prayer After Communion

We Respond to God

Prayers of Joy and Concern and The Lord’s Prayer 

Offertory

* Doxology:  We Give You But Your Own (542)

*  Offertory Prayer:
Wise, laughing God,
God of the weird and the wonderful,
help us to see the truths you hold for us,
and help us to share the very best of ourselves.
May we dedicate our lives,
to building up your world and your kingdom,
even when all around us call us fools.  Amen

* Hymn:  Give to Us Laughter  (624 vs. 1-2)
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* Commissioning and Benediction:  
Go into the world with God’s song in your heart.
May you find joy in unexpected places,
wisdom at every turn,
and love in foolish abundance.  Amen

* Sung Response:  (624 vs. 3-4)

Postlude  
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