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BRITANNIA UNITED CHURCH

Lent I 10:15 am March 1, 2020

Meditation:  “You can sacrifice and not love. But you cannot
love and not sacrifice.”  -- Kris Vallotton

Welcome:  to Britannia United Church. Our nursery is always 
available to children three years of age and younger. It is at the 
end of the hall by the office.  Headsets are available for those 
who need assisted hearing (speak to our sound technician).  
Please join in with the bold and italic print.  Coffee and Tea 
are available at the back of the church, after the service.  
Please stand when (*) appears.

We Gather in God’s Name

Introit:  Open My Eyes, That I May See (371 vs. 1,2)

Announcements

Prelude

Call to Worship: 
Turn away from the calls of worldly success
Repent, and turn back to God.
Turn away from the desire to have what everyone else has
Repent, and turn back to God.
Turn away from greed and the race for power
Repent, and turn back to God.
As we enter Lent, may we turn back to God
May we seek forgiveness, 
may we seek healing, 
may we seek wholeness.
May our hearts be renewed in this time of worship.

Hymn:  As the Sun with Longer Journey  (111)
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Prayer of Brokenness/Confession: 
Holy God, we come to You confessing 
that we have turned away from You. 
We have not sought what You desire for us, 
but instead desire what others have. 
We have clamoured to have worldly success, 
leaving behind Your ways of justice and righteousness. 
We have put our desires above our neighbour’s needs. 
We have excused ourselves from helping 
the marginalized and oppressed. 
Forgive us of our foolish, selfish ways. 
Call us into repentance, 
to turn back to You, to renew our commitment to You 
and to live according to Your ways 
of justice, righteousness, peace-making, 
and most of all, love.
In the name of Christ, 
our Saviour, Redeemer and Friend, we pray. Amen.

Blessing/Assurance of Pardon
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 
God’s mercies never come to an end. 
They are new every morning. 
Great is God’s faithfulness. 
This is a new day. 
You are forgiven. You are loved. You are restored. Amen.

Anthem:  To the Desert Jesus Came

Theme Presentation

Minute for Mission:  Danielle Nicholls

We Hear God’s Word

Scripture Reading:   Psalm 32 (OT, pg 506) 
(Lorraine Montgomery)
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Scripture Hymn:  Jesus, tempted in the Dessert (115)
                              Matthew 4:1-11 (NT, pg. 3)

Message:  We Turn to the Cross

Prayer:
Loving Jesus, You showed us the way into life.
You resisted the temptations of the world -
to satisfy one’s own desires –
and instead looked to what God desired for you.
You resisted the temptation to test God -
to wait for God to act before acting in faithfulness -
instead, You remained faithful to God.
And You resisted the temptation for greed and power,
instead, living a life for others,
serving the lost and the least,
lifting up the poor and the oppressed,
and welcoming the marginalized.
May we look to You as the example for our lives.
May we empty ourselves of the desires of the world
and instead, see what our Creator desires for us.
May we remember in You, we are a new creation,
and that Your intent for us is love and life.
May we live into Your intention for us.
In Your name we pray.  Amen 

Hymn:  Make Me a Channel of Your Peace  (684)

We Respond to God

Prayers of Joy and Concern and The Lord’s Prayer 

Offertory

* Doxology:  (541)
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*  Offertory Prayer:
As we offer our gifts, we offer ourselves,
as we offer our love we offer our lives,
and in our blessing we are blessed,
by your gift, your love, your life.  Amen

* Hymn:  When We Are Tested (MV 65)
When we are tested and wrestle alone,
famished for bread when the world offers stone,
nourish us, God, by your word and your way,
food that sustains us by night and by day.

When in the desert we cry for relief,
pleading for paths marked by certain belief,
lift us to love you beyond sign and test,
trusting your presence, our only true rest.

When we are tempted to barter our souls,
trading the truth for the pow’r to control,
teach us to worship and praise only you,
seeking your will in the work that we do.

When we have struggled and searched through the night,
sorting and sifting the wrong from the right,
Saviour, surround us with circles of care,
angels of healing, of hope, and of prayer.

*  Commissioning and Benediction:
And now we turn to go into the world.
Let us go with Christ, to live God’s Word,
and share the grace and love of the cross.

* Sung Response:  (371 vs. 3)

Postlude  
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