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Editorial
It's the little things
When I started high school in grade 7 it was a big transition for me. I was scared.  Then an 
intimidating teacher saw I was looking sad.  He said just a few sympathetic words and 
everything changed - I realised it wasn't just me and other people went through the same 
adjustment. It was a small gesture that had a big effect.

Britannia is finding itself in a new situation, too. It's the small contributions from members 
and volunteers that keep us going. Jobs such as sorting items for the auction, attending a 
meeting, minding the garden, taking up collection, or helping with a fundraiser puts you in 
touch with the Britannia community, but also tells everyone that you, and Britannia, are here 
and we're all in the same boat.
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Editor 
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Minister’s Message
And so another Thanksgiving has rolled by and we are still in the midst of this Pandemic, we 
haven’t been back to church in a year and a half, and we are all missing our church family and 
friends.  Doing the work of being the church has been very difficult: maintaining the church 
without our usual fundraising activities is challenging and paying the bills with a growing 
deficit has a lot of people on edge.  So what does one write about in the Thanksgiving 
newsletter?  Thanksgiving, of course!  There are a several reasons why being thankful at this 
time in our church life is really appropriate and important.   

To begin with, we are reminded of that wise saying, “What you put energy into, you get 
energy back from.”  While it is important to acknowledge the difficulties and challenges of the 
past year and a half, if all we do is focus on our grief and disappointment, we will just find 
ourselves sinking deeper into depression and despair.  We have a lot to be thankful for!

And that is the second reason to be thankful: we have a lot to be thankful for!  I’m thankful for 
the members of the Finance Committee who have worked so hard to show us what we need to 
do to sustain our financial viability as a church, along with the members of Stewards, who 
have encouraged us to come up with creative ideas for fundraising.  The online auction and 
the Tupperware sales are two very successful examples of how we have been able to generate 
revenue in these difficult times.

I’m also thankful for the online services, although some weeks, that one is a bit more of a 
challenge to be thankful for!  LOL.  The fact is, modern technology has made it possible for 
our services to continue, and the bonus is that it has enabled us to reach beyond the walls of 
our church.  We have picked up some new followers in our community and we have people 
watching right across our country!  Another benefit has been for people who are ordinarily 
shut in – they are able to watch on their computers and now feel like they are part of the 
service.

Another reason I am thankful as I look back over this challenging time, is that it has shown the 
marvellous resilience of our congregation, and our commitment to being in community with 
each other.  There were fears that the church would “fall apart” if we didn’t meet on Sunday 
mornings, but we have not.  People have embraced the online services, and our offering has 
been maintained.  I know that there are people who take the time to reach out to one another 
by phone, and during the lockdowns, there were members who offered to pick up supplies for 
those who could not leave their homes.  

So yes, I have much to be thankful for, including another year of being in ministry with 
Britannia United Church.  ☺  What are you thankful for? 
  

With love and hugs, 

Rev.  Jim 

1



The Britannian,Autumn 2021
WHAT MAKES YOU FEEL THANKFUL?
Living with Covid 19 has meant many losses, disappointments, annoyances and tragedies. At 
the same time, there have been reasons for joy and thankfulness. What makes you feel 
thankful? Here are a few of the events and experiences that have made me feel thankful:

A very fit friend in his forties had severe COVID requiring hospitalization but is on the mend. 
He had already recovered from cancer for a couple of years and was hit by COVID  in April 
2021. His wife and daughters also tested positive. He suffered a double pneumonia. Now all is 
well, which is wonderful. 

My wife and I were able to attend the wedding of one of our extended Vietnamese family 
nieces in August and have another one planned for October. It is a joy to be still part of 
families we were able to sponsor back in the 1980s through St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church.  
We are thankful to be part of their families.

This summer, we have had the joy and pleasure of spending a lot of time in nature and at a 
cottage. The latest United Church Broadview magazine deals with the topic of the importance 
of nature in our lives. Working in our garden, picking apples, plums, and pears in the gardens 
of friends, and sharing the bounties of all these gardens with many friends and neighbours has 
given us great joy. 

Our Syrian family of Abboud, Rim, Jack and Christian are now living in Kingston and settling 
in well. He has a job orienting new refugees to Canada, She is delivering babies as a midwife 
and the boys are doing well in school. Britannia United and the local community deserve 
thanks for all this. 

On September 29, the Federal Court rejected the government’s appeal against indigenous child 
welfare payments and on September 30 we marked the first Indigenous Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation in this country. These are signs of the possibility for relations with our 
indigenous neighbours to improve. 

Despite COVID, my wife managed to have two cataract surgeries and a hip replacement. We 
are grateful for this and, especially, for the amazing care provided by health and essential 
service workers. 

We will be celebrating 40 years of marriage in October, which is amazing. Also, we recognize 
that we have been part of Britannia United Church since 1990. Both marriages and churches 
require support and effort to make it through the hard times. We ask ourselves what we can do 
to help Britannia United Church stay alive and thrive through the current challenges.

What makes you feel thankful?

 Don Cullen

2



The Britannian,Autumn 2021
Volunteering is the Right Thing to Do

“To volunteer is to give of yourself in service to a cause.  It is about freely giving your time 
to help an organization, your community, or an individual. ... It is done by people with a 
desire to do good.  It is done willingly - by choice.” (YALI NETWORK, The Joy of 
Volunteering, What Does It Mean to Volunteer? https://yali.state.gov/yaliserves-joy-of-
volunteering-1/) 

When we think about influential volunteers Princess Diana, Mother Teresa and Angelina Jolie 
come to mind.

But Britannia United Church has its own volunteers who give freely of themselves to help 
keep the church up and running.  Although there are many to choose from, this article will 
focus on only four:  Barry Meredith, Dianne Tupper, Norm Toone and Verne Bruce.  Other 
volunteers will be featured in a future article.

Pre-COVID, Barry sang in the choir, accompanied others on his guitar and performed solos.  
Now you see him featured many Sundays in the online videos.  Barry also worked the sound 
system in the sanctuary during the worship services and spent many hours upgrading the 
system.  Over several years, he tirelessly chaired and vice-chaired Council meetings.  We also 
met Barry as he worked in the kitchen, serving us our coffee and treats after the worship 
services.

Dianne is a great contributor to the life and work of Britannia United Church.  With 
Roelie Jackson, she oversees work in the Memorial Garden to create floral beauty outside the 
Church.  In fact, it was she who organized the fundraiser to create the garden.  And together 
with Roelie, she decorates the inside of the Church for special worship services such as 
Christmas, Easter and Thanksgiving.  Before the pandemic, Dianne sang in the choir every 
Sunday and in many ensembles during worship services and special events.  She also took her 
place on the coffee-serving roster.  Dianne was always ready to help with fundraisers and fun-
raisers, including garage and rummage sales, bazaars, strawberry socials and anniversary 
celebrations.  For the on-line auction, she recruited bakers who filled the Church’s freezers 
with goodies.

Without the time and contributions of Norm, the Church would not function as it does.  Norm 
is at the Church every day, many days more than once.  He cuts the grass, waters the flowers, 
shovels snow, spreads salt and gravel, brings in the mail, takes out the garbage, mops the 
floors, etc.  He has helped immensely with the online auction, spending many hours sorting 
donated items, arranging storage space, coordinating pickups, liaising with bidders and 
distributing purchases.

Verne is the epitome of volunteerism in Britannia United Church.  If you want to know 
something about the Church and its members, ask Verne and his wife, Marilyn.  Verne 
coordinated the taking up of the collection.  He tracks donor givings, and issues income tax 
receipts.  He oversaw the use of the kitchen and organized many church dinners, including the 
ham dinner, murder mystery dinner and strawberry social.  He sang in the choir.  He 
coordinates the rental of facilities in the church and of spaces in the parking lot, and monitors 
the security of the church property.  Verne is also involved in mission and service work 
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liaising with the West End Interfaith committee and Ottawa West End Community Chaplaincy 
(OWECC).  He is part of the Pastoral Care Team, and assisted with worship services at the 
Ottawa West End Villa.

As I am sure these volunteers would tell you, volunteering can provide a healthy boost to your 
self-confidence, self-esteem, and life satisfaction.  You are doing good for others and the 
community, which provides a natural sense of accomplishment.  Your role as a volunteer can 
also give you a sense of pride and identity.  (Source:  Western Connecticut State University, 
Benefits of Community Service, https://www.wcsu.edu/community-engagement/benefits-of-
volunteering/ ) 

Britannia United Church needs more volunteers like Barry, Dianne, Norm and Verne, people 
like you who can donate their time and talent.  The Church needs individuals to organize 
fundraising initiatives, such as garage sales and bazaars, online webinars, and newsletter 
advertising.  It needs people to present online testimonials.  The various committees of the 
Church, such as the Christian Development Committee, Pastoral Care Team, Mission, Service 
and Outreach Committee, and Worship and Music Committee need to renew their 
membership.  The Chair of the Church Council, Kelvin Stanke, is looking for volunteers to 
form committees to address its priorities of attracting, welcoming and retaining new members, 
and of reopening the Church.  And once the Church reopens, counters and duty stewards will 
be required for the collection process.  If you can volunteer your time and talent, please 
contact the church office, by email at office@brituc.ca, or by telephone at 613-828-6018.

In the words of Gretchen Rubin, a writer of several self-helpful books, “Volunteering to help 
others is the right thing to do, and it also boosts personal happiness.”

Please consider volunteering at Britannia United Church.

Helen Hutcheson

Garage Sale - Not!
Our planned autumn garage sale is delayed indefinitely due to the pandemic and concern for 
the safety of church volunteers and the general public.

In lieu of the garage sale, please consider contributing to the online auction. 

Kelvin and the auction crew can use help with the remaining auctions, scheduled to end in 
December.

If you can lend a hand, please contact the convenor, Peter Bain (pdbain@acm.org) or the 
volunteer recruiter, Kelvin Stanke kelvinstanke123@gmail.com 
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Church Sign
As some of you may have noticed the church sign has become quite faded, which is expect 
after almost 10 years of exposure to the sun. To spruce it up I worked with a graphic designer 
in collaboration with the church council and stewards on a new, refreshed design. We are 
pleased to share with you the final version of what will be the church’s new sign, eventually 
installed on the current structure and facade.The design incorporates a stained glass style with 
the hopeful, peaceful, and all inclusive nature of the rainbow, along with the heaven and earth 
theme of the green grass and the blue sky filled with the sun’s rays. The cost of creating the 
design and production will be around $1500; however, the new sign will not be produced until 
we are close to reopening and not until the funds are raised to cover this new expense. We 
hope you are as excited as we are with the beginning of our new look.

Kelvin Stanke 
Chair of council

Scouting
Are you looking to volunteer your time?  Do you enjoy working with youth?  Do you go 
camping, canoeing and just plain enjoy being outside?

The 96th Ottawa Scouting group is looking for some leaders!  We will train you, outfit you, 
and provide a mentor to ensure you aren't trying to figure everything out alone.

We need leaders for all levels; Beavers (5-7 years old), Cubs (8-10 years old), Scouts (11-14 
years old) and Venturers (14-18 years old).

Please contact Candice Armstrong for more information: candiceblue77@gmail.com

Thank you!. 

5

mailto:candiceblue77@gmail.com


The Britannian,Autumn 2021
From the Treasurer
I hope you have all had a wonderful summer and are looking forward to the fall colours.  For 
those who do not know me, let me introduce myself.  I am Colleen Chambers, and was named 
Treasurer of Britannia United Church at its Annual General Meeting in April.
It was a busy summer for me getting familiar with the financial processes, reporting, and the 
overall financial situation of the Church.  I would like to take this opportunity to provide you 
with an update on the Church’s financial situation.
Attached is the statement of the Operating Revenue and Expenses for the 8 months ending 
August 31, 2021.  First and foremost, thank you for your continued offerings.  Your ongoing 
support has been necessary and much appreciated.  With your support and the revenues from 
renting the Church building and parking lot, along with the auction and Tupperware sales, we 
are continuing to maintain Church operations and monitoring expenditures.  As you can see 
from the Statement, our year to date expenditures have exceeded our revenues by $36,174  
Although that amount is less than our year to date expected budgeted shortfall of $46,473, it’s 
still a big number.
Closing our doors due to the pandemic has certainly amplified our ongoing deficit situation.  
We haven’t been able to fully rent the facilities or bring in revenues from the many traditional 
fundraisers.  Still, we must recognize that the Church has experienced significant operating 
losses over each of the last five years.  The cumulative shortfall would be even higher without 
the one-time relief from the Federal Government in 2020 for wage subsidies and forgivable 
loans.  That’s not news to many of you.  I only share that to be fully transparent of our concern 
over the sustainability of the Church’s financial situation.
To address the financial challenges, a financial recovery plan has been prepared, and approved 
by the Church Council.  The main focus of the recovery plan is to address the revenue 
shortfall and to continue to operate the Church at the 2021 level of budgeted expenditures. For 
more information about the plan and its initiatives, see the attached document.
A small group was involved in preparation of the financial recovery plan.  However, they do 
not have all the answers to resolving the financial challenges. Any ideas and suggestions 
would be most welcomed regardless of how small. The cumulative impact of many small 
items is how we will overcome these challenges. 
The successful achievement of a number of recommendations in the financial recovery plan 
will be dependent on the level of participation of volunteers. Giving a few hours of your time 
will make the difference. It is a rewarding experience and opportunity to work with others at 
the Church. 
We wish to hear from you on this plan, your ideas and possible participation in the fundraising 
activities.  
After reviewing the financial statement and financial plan, please send any suggestions, ideas 
and offers to volunteer in the financial recovery of our Church, to the Chair of Council, Kelvin 
Stanke, by email at kelvinstanke123@gmail.com or by telephone at 613-407-9382 or to me, 
by email at colleenchambers@rogers.com or by telephone at 613-617-8407.
Thank you once again to everyone in the BUC family for your continued support of the 
Church.  

Colleen Chambers 

6

mailto:kelvinstanke123@gmail.com
mailto:colleenchambers@rogers.com


The Britannian,Autumn 2021
KD Cloth Fundraiser
Check out the incredible KD CLOTH here:  https://youtu.be/4LExBqfDO3c

 
1-3: $9/each

4-9: $8.50/each

10 or more: $7/each

 Payments can be made via e-transfer 
(message: KD Cloth) or cheque made out to 
Britannia United Church (memo: KD Cloth) 
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Memorial Donations
During our COVID-19 experience since 
March 2019, both the congregation and 
members of all committees have 
provided support for the continued operation 
of Britannia United Church. Many 
initiatives have been undertaken in order to 
pay the essential bills and to ensure a 
sustained future.

During the lockdown, several church 
families have lost loved ones. The 
COVID-19 rules dictated changes to 
traditional funeral service practices. This 
also removed the opportunity for family, 
relatives and friends to share the grief and 
life celebration for a loved one.

In a continuing tradition, BUC welcomes  
donations in memory of a family member or 
close friend. Such donations will be used for 
the general operation of the church or, in 
future, for a specific project identified by the 
donor. The Church Council will develop and 
publish a list of suitable projects to which 
you will be able to contribute.

At any time, information is available by 
calling the Church office at 613-828-6018.

Heather Wallace

Church Tupperware 
Fundraiser
Our Tupperware fundraiser is in progress 
and so far it has earned over $1000!

25% of all sales is being donated in cash to 
the church and rewards based on sales are 
used to purchase Tupperware to be sold by 
the online auction.

How to participate
We are keeping the Fundraising event on the 
Facebook Group going; you can join 
at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
3673187179396255/?ref=share

There are links available to the current 
catalog and monthly sales brochure. These 
these links can be used to browse but do not 
contain availability information. You can 
email Carrie Hall with your order 
at carrie.christena.hall@gmail.com or call or 
text 613-227-350.

Shop (tupperware.ca)

Eleanor Barnes,
September 20, 1920 - June 16, 2021
Eleanor Barnes (Pink) passed away 
peacefully at the Red Oak Retirement 
Residence on June 16, 2021, at the amazing 
age of 100 and a half. She has now been 
reunited with the love of her life, Harry. She 
was a wonderful mother, daughter, sister and 
friend and was surrounded by love all her 
life.
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Church Auction
Hello everyone! I would like to provide an update on the progress of the church auction. 
Britannia United Church’s online auction has been running since September 2020 with the 
help of our amazing current and past volunteers. These include Helen Hutcheson, Norm 
Toone, Diane Houston, Heather Wallace, Eileen Ball, Lauren Wallace, Adam Batson, Melissa 
McEwen, Brenda McLaughlin, and Danielle Nicholls. Without the help of our volunteers our 
church could not function and we would not have been able to make the auction as successful 
– and fun – as it has been. I would also like to thank everyone who has donated auction items 
and to everyone who has purchased items in support of the auction.

I came up with the idea of the auction to help replace some of the lost fund raising revenue 
due to the pandemic, and it seemed like a natural concept after running our Christmas bazaars 
for the past several years. Britannia Church’s online auction evolved from a Facebook event to 
a web-based platform now accessible to anyone who has internet. You will find the auction on 
the front page of the church’s website at britanniaunitedchurch.ca by clicking on the “auction” 
link or in the bi-weekly emails you receive from the church announcing the latest auction. To 
date the auction has sold over 1100 items and raised over $9000 for the church’s operations. 

I would like to thank Carrie Hall and Heather Duncan for their support from their Tupperware 
parties where Tupperware items from the sales are donated to the online auction to perpetuate 
our fund raising efforts.

I would like to remind everyone that we are still accepting items for the auction up until 
November 15 as our final auction will be December 13 - our volunteers are getting tired. Items 
we would love to offer are items you typically see in our in-person bazaars, offered in the 
silent auctions and in the country store along with baked goods. 

We are open to pretty much anything to include in the auction. Examples include but are not 
limited to: 
• Baked goods - ask us what is popular
• Gift certificates and gift baskets from places of businesses you frequent
• Quality new or like-new

o household appliances and electronics
o decorative items, framed pictures or photos
o children’s items
o antiques and collectibles
o books and dvd’s
o games, both board and digital
o small furniture.

Please contact Kelvin Stanke at 613-407-9382 or Helen Hutcheson at 613-726-0113 or email 
bucottawaauction@gmail.com. We can arrange for a pickup or a convenient drop location. 

Please share the news and link to the auction with your friends and family to further help 
support fund raising for Britannia.

God bless

Kelvin Stanke, one of the auction volunteers. 
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The Way to Joy 
Sermon from October 15, 2017
I had a great Thanksgiving last weekend.  Jaclyn and Andrew came from 
Brampton, which was a wonderful surprise because we weren’t expecting them to 
be here this year.  We were together on Saturday for dinner with our sons and their 
wives, Val’s mom and a few friends, and, while our whole family wasn’t together, 
Jaclyn face-timed with Shannon and her boyfriend, so we got to see her and at 
least wave hello as we crowded into the computer screen.

I thought the service on Sunday was beautiful.  I was a little stressed out at the 
start, trying to keep all of the parts in order, but the choir did an amazing job of 
two anthems, watching the children sing filled my heart with joy and just being 
here with all of you was reason enough to be thankful.

Monday was a quiet day as we said our goodbyes to Jaclyn and Andrew,  spent 
some time with a friend who needed company, went for a walk in our beautiful 
city, ate leftovers and finished off the day making a pot of turkey soup.  It was a 
pretty perfect. 

Family, friends, good food, great music, the beauty of creation, being able to 
appreciate them all with good health, and taking time to worship and give thanks; 
these are the true blessings of life.

As Thanksgiving weekend came to an end, the first Christmas posts began to 
appear on my computer screen.  Most of them were just for fun, but one of them 
really caught my attention because it captured what I was already feeling.  It said: 

“I think as you get older, your Christmas list gets smaller, and the things you really 
want for the holidays can’t be bought.”  

There is so much truth in that statement.  When we are young, it’s all about the 
glitter and lights, and parties and presents.  Then as we get older we start to realise 
the anxieties and stress and credit card debt.  But hopefully, the time comes when 
we reconnect with the child in the manger, the wonder of God’s grace, the beauty 
of the worship and the joy having people to love who love you back.  

Sometimes you only realise how important that last one is, after they are gone and 
you would give anything just to have them back for one more Christmas…one 
more phone call…one more embrace…the little things that can’t be bought.

It reminds me of an airline pilot who was flying over the Tennessee mountains and 
pointed out a lake to his copilot. “See that little lake?” he said. “When I was a kid 
I used to sit in a rowboat down there, fishing. Every time a plane would fly 
overhead, I’d look up and wish I was flying it. Now I look down and wish I was in 
a rowboat, fishing.”
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The letters of St. Paul speak a lot about such things.  We are all familiar with his 
teaching about love in chapter 13 of I Corinthians; I just read it at another wedding 
on Friday:  “Love is patient and kind; it is not jealous or conceited or proud; love 
is not ill-mannered or selfish or irritable; love does not keep a record of 
wrongs; love is not happy with evil, but is happy with the truth. Love never gives 
up; and its faith, hope, and patience never fail. Love is eternal.”

Most people stop there as they contemplate romantic love, but Paul is speaking 
about something greater; he is speaking about the love God shows to us, that we 
should share with one another.  It is a love that should permeate our thoughts, our 
worship and our interactions with one another.

He goes on to say that most of the things we hold dear in life are temporary, so we 
should focus on the things of God, and then he says: 

“When I was a child, my speech, feelings, and thinking were all those of a 
child; now that I am an adult, I have no more use for childish ways. What we 
see now is like a dim image in a mirror; then we shall see face-to-face. What I 
know now is only partial; then it will be complete—as complete as God's 
knowledge of me.
Meanwhile these three remain: faith, hope, and love; and the greatest of these 
is love.  It is love then, that you should strive for.”

In Chapter 3 of the letter to the Philippians, he shares the same kind of message, 
saying that he regards the things that once seemed important to him as rubbish, 
compared with the assurance of salvation that he now feels through his faith in 
Christ.  And so his sole focus has become knowing Christ and the power of 
Christ’s resurrection, so that he might one-day experience eternal life.

This is what leads us into chapter 4 and his teaching about joy.  The first word of 
chapter 4 is “Therefore” which indicates that it is a continuation of his thoughts in 
chapter 3.

His teaching is pretty simple and clear:

Be of the same mind.
Work together.
Help each other.
Rejoice in the Lord always.
Let your gentleness be known to everyone.
Don’t worry about things that really don’t matter, in fact, don’t worry about 

anything – trust in God and trust that everything will work out fine.  Instead of 
worrying:

Pray.  Have the confidence to ask for what you need.
And give thanks to God.
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If you can do these things, then “the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”

Finally, he says to think about whatever is true, honourable, just, pure, pleasing, 
commendable.  Our focus should be on excellence and whatever is worthy of 
praise.

At the end of his letter, he tells his followers that if they can do the things they 
have learned from him, they will know God’s peace. 

Paul is an impressive speaker and teacher, of that there is no doubt, but what really 
makes this teaching about the path to joy more powerful, is the knowledge that 
when he wrote this letter he was sitting in jail.

Philippi was the first European city that Paul evangelized.  He riled people up 
when he healed a slave girl, because her owners lost their source of income.  But 
the real reason he was imprisoned was that he proclaimed Jesus as Lord, and 
Caesar had proclaimed him self as Lord above all. 

So Paul was arrested and beaten and thrown in jail, and it was there that he wrote 
his letter about finding true joy.  This is the peace that surpasses all understanding.  
It is not just peace and joy when things are going well.  It is peace and joy when 
everything is chaotic, and life is challenging and our world is falling apart.  It is 
peace and joy in the knowledge of God’s grace and the understanding that there is 
something more.  And we too can benefit from Paul’s life and experience, his 
example and his teaching.

Joy, prayer, thanksgiving and peace.  These things are all interconnected.  
Thanksgiving can lead to joy.  Prayer can lead to peace.  So praying with a 
thankful heart is the most direct path to peace and joy in our lives.  It puts 
everything into perspective, it puts ourselves into a relationship with God, and it 
puts God’s heaven into our hearts.

Amen
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