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Editorial
Friday Cleaning
My father owned a small company which made custom optical components. It was a typical 
light industrial operation with a machine shop: glass cutting, grinding, and coating equipment, 
precision test instruments, assembly benches, and so on. It wasn’t particularly messy, but dirt 
built up, and in the optical business, cleanliness matters. That’s why every Friday afternoon, 
all work stopped and everybody cleaned up: tools were organized, machines cleaned and 
lubricated, waste and shavings removed. It was also a time to stop and think about what tasks 
were finished and what to do next when people came back to a clean, organized shop on 
Monday.

I still sometimes* stop in the middle of a project to clean up and organize.  It makes me feel 
better about the work when things are in their proper places and the workspace is clear. How 
about you?

Wishing you a happy Friday afternoon,

Peter Bain
* Not as often as Leigh would like!  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Minister’s Message  

     Hello Friends!  Over the past few weeks I have delighted in
getting settled at Britannia United Church and getting
acquainted with you. 
     Allow me to tell you a bit about myself.  The youngest of 4
children, I was born and raised in New Maryland, NB.  Our
parents were both teachers and very active in New Maryland UC.  
Upon graduating from STU, I moved to Halifax where I
completed my M.Div at Atlantic School of Theology.  I was
ordained in Maritime Conference (now Region 15) in 1997 and
have had the pleasure of serving three pastoral charges in Nova
Scotia.   
     I am married to Mike, mom to Matt (15) Joe (16) and Ben (19).
Step-mom to Sam (27) and mother of the heart to Lindsay (28).
With the exception of Sam and Lindsay, our family relocated to
Ottawa in September 2021 so that Mike could begin work at
Carleton University‘s Health Services.
      In addition to getting our family settled and adjusted to life in
Ottawa over the past year, I also registered for the Interim
Ministry Network program with the intention of specializing in
Transitional Ministry.  This path led me to you, Britannia United
Church. 
      Transitional Ministry is a fabulous opportunity to explore your
identity as a congregation. During the course of our time
together we will take a look back at your rich history, consider
our current context and listen to what the Spirit may be inviting
us toward.  There will be many and various activities,
conversations and opportunities to engage in this discernment
process together.
      Of course, in the midst of our Transitional Ministry, I am here
to work with you in the traditional ministry paths of pastoral care,
education and worship. I am so very thankful to be working with
such a dedicated group of staff and volunteers!
      Finally, thank you for welcoming me into your midst.  I look
forward to getting to know each and every one of you and invite
you to reach out to me at any time.       

613-828-6018

 minister@brituc.ca

From the Heart
 and Keyboard

of Rev. Jen

Blessings,
Rev. Jen



Preying, not Praying
I’m sorry to inform you that we have started hearing from our community that the e-mail 
scams have started again, now claiming to be Rev. Jen Power.

It’s the same modus operandi as in the past:  minister requiring immediate financial supports 
in the form of gift cards in order to help a family in need. 

I want to take the time to remind everyone that no staff, volunteer, or member of BUC would 
ever contact you directly (individually) asking for any form of cash or gift cards.  All expenses 
within Britannia United Church are always transparent and requests would only ever be 
submitted to myself as the Office Administrator and/or the Treasurer (Colleen Chambers).

I found the following online.  It may assist you in understanding and spotting the scam.

Clergy scams. Often they begin with an innocuous message: “Can you do me a favour?” The 
message comes from con artists posing as clergy. Often the “favour” is buying gift cards for a 
phony need.
 
Predators rely on the same playbook/ The deceit unfolds like this:
1. The bad actors hijack the identity of a religious leader or, say, an administrative staffer at a 
house of worship.
2. They text or email congregants with a sob story: a cancer patient is hurting for cash, a man was 
tossed out of work, a family's home has flooded after the pipes burst.
3. There's always an excuse as to why the religious leaders can't help at that moment. That they 
are unavailable is often the rationale for seeking outside help.
4. If, as instructed, the victim of the scam buys gift cards, the cards’ account numbers and PINs 
are handed over to the impostor through a call or digital photo.
5. The criminals disappear, leaving their victims reeling.

If you are receiving these e-mails you will also note that the e-mail address that it is being sent 
from is not an internal BUC staff e-mail address.  This means that our e-mails have not been 
hacked, which is good news.  Unfortunately, it also means that there is little that we can do to 
stop these e-mails from being sent out.  We are doing what we can: educating all of you on 
how to spot these e-mails. 

We encourage everyone who receives these types of e-mails to continue to inform us.  We will 
do our best to ensure that no one gets “caught up” with these scams. 

Please continue to support our community by donating to the general fund, M&S, benevolent 
fund, etc. via the regular donation methods, such as Sunday collection, PAR, or e-transfer to 
the church.

Melissa McEwen
Office Administrator

0000000000000000000000000000000000 
Lest we forget, Nov. 6 is Remembrance Sunday.  Rear-Admiral Christopher Robinson 

will be our guest speaker.  



God’s Paintbrush at Work in 
the Gatineau Hills
We are so lucky to see this masterpiece of 
colour every autumn at the end of 
September and beginning of October in 
many parts of Ontario, Quebec and the 
Eastern provinces. We spent part of 
Thanksgiving weekend near Lac Ste-Marie, 
Quebec, surrounded by the majestic colours 
of fall: reds, yellows, greens, browns and 
greys, and everything in between. This year 
was one of the most amazing for colour. In 
our own Britannia United neighbourhood, 
the colours on Pinewood, Elmhurst, Arkell 
and at Mud Lake have been spectacular.

Thanks be to God for this beautiful world. 

By Don Cullen  

Choir is back!
After a long pandemic hiatus, the Britannia 
United Church choir has resumed singing at 
Sunday services.It has been great to 
welcome back so many of our longtime 
members, along with some new faces! 

Would you like to join us? No musical 
experience necessary! We welcome all 
voices. Join us if you love to sing! We 
rehearse Sunday mornings from 
9:00-10:00am, before each service.

Please email Lauren at music@brituc.ca if 
you are interested.

Make a joyful noise to the Lord!

Coffee with Rev. Jen
Rev. Jen invites you to join her in the little 
chapel from 10-11:30 on Nov. 3 for a cup of 
coffee or tea and a chance to connect with 
her and reconnect with one another.  
Everyone welcome!

Al Tassie Memorial Fund
To accomplish live streaming for the 
Church, we needed approximately $4000 
worth of equipment, including two video 
cameras, tripods, a video switcher,  and 
cables. To achieve this, the Church Council 
established the Al Tassie Memorial Fund. 
The fund was set up to recognize the talent  
Al had shared with the Church to meet 
various audio-visual needs in  the past.
Early in October the fund had reached 68 
percent of the goal. At Thanksgiving an 
additional donation brought the donation 
total to $4080. Happily this fundraiser has 
exceeded its goal in record time.  As of 
October 14, 2022 the Al Tassie Memorial 
Fundraiser is closed.
Thanks of appreciation go to the BUC 
congregation and adherents for support of 
this initiative. Continuing donations to 
General funds, Mission and Service  and 
other Church initiatives are appreciated.

Heather Wallace

Afghan Family in the 
Britannia’s Neighbourhood
On October 10 2021 the Sediqi family of 10 
arrived in Canada as landed immigrants 
from Afghanistan. They came as 
government-sponsored refugees. First they 
arrived in Toronto and spent some time in a 
hotel, then they joined their oldest son 
Tamim Ansar in Ottawa, who had 
immigrated to Canada in early 2021.

It is very difficult to relocate a large family 
of 8 children in a new country, with all its 
challenges. Mother Tor Paykai and father 
Khwaja Abdul Aziz Sediqi, known as Haji,  
have two sons and seven daughters. They 
face a daily struggle to provide for their 
family.

Tamim (23) lost his job in August and is 
looking for work. He hopes to restart his 
university at Carleton since he had to leave 
his previous university in Afghanistan due to 
insecurity. Yasamin (21) and Sanam (20) 
attend adult high school. Jaber (14) Khadija 

mailto:music@brituc.ca


(18) and Amena (17) are high school 
students. The three youngest, Sarah (13), 
Adela (10) and Efat (6) are at different 
elementary schools.

The parents go to half-day language school 
on weekdays. The father, a former 
community leader and Sharya lawyer, works 
2 days a week in construction. Two of the 
girls work 2 days a week at a grocery store. 
Jaber does yard work and cuts lawns part-
time for the community. 

Tamim and Haji are trying to obtain their 
driving licences with the help of neighbours 
so they can work and support their family 
here and back in Afghanistan, where they 
face economic and security crisis.  Several 
people in the neighbourhood have been 
trying to help the family in many different 
ways, which is greatly appreciated. 

How can we at Britannia United help them? 
Reverend Jen and Don Cullen, a long-time 
member of BUC, are looking into this. If 
you would like to help, call Don at 
613-726-1863. Prayers, friendship and 
kindness are needed, along with respect for 
their Muslim tradition. 

Donations for this family can be made to 
Britannia United Church with the memo: 
Benevolent Fund (Refugee Family Support). 

Don Cullen and Marie-Therese 
O’Sullivan 

Audio Visual Team
The AV team is looking for more volunteers 
to help out with the sound and live 
streaming of Sunday services.  This is a fun 
way to give back to the church community 
and help spread the word beyond the walls 
of our church!  Training will be provided: no 
previous AV experience is necessary.  For 
more information please speak with a 
member of the AV team after service, or 
email Adam at admin@brituc.ca  

Crafts with Rev. Jen
Are you a crafter?  Rev. Jen invites you to 
join her in the little chapel from 10-11:30 on 
Nov. 10 for crafting and conversation.  Bring 
along your current project or the one that’s 
been gathering dust on the top shelf of your 
closet.  If you do not have a project on the 
go, come anyway and perhaps learn a new 
craft or simply connect with neighbours.  All 
are welcome!

Would you like to know more about prayer 
shawl ministry?  Ask Rev. Jen for 
information!

Personal Losses
This past year has been one of losses for so 
many, and not just because of COVID.

I have lost two first cousins and an older 
brother, as well as a dear friend of more than 
45 years. My wife has just lost her 96 year 
old godmother in France, with whom she 
was very close. 

Have you lost anyone? Are you grieving 
too? I give thanks to God for having known 
these remarkable individuals and for having 
experienced the joy they have brought to my 
life. 

Also, I pray for my other older brother in 
Vancouver living with late stage Parkinson’s 
disease, and for a close friend in Brantford 
dealing with serious cancer. I give thanks for 
the medical care we have access to, and for 
the COVID and flu vaccines in this country. 
Please get your shots as soon as you can. 
Help protect us all. 

I give thanks for the medical and emergency 
care workers we have, who are working 
through a stressful time in our history and in 
our care facilities. 

By Don Cullen  

mailto:admin@brituc.ca


Ottawa West End Community Chaplaincy
This month, Britannia United and other churches are teaming up with Ottawa West End 
Community Chaplaincy (OWECC) in a Thanksgiving fundraiser so that the Chaplaincy can 
plan neighbourhood events for those we serve.

We have a calendar, copies of which are on the table in the hallway, with things we might be 
grateful for and for which we would be willing to donate.  We encourage all of you you to take 
home a calendar.

Your gifts can be given at the end of each week or the end of October.  Just put them in your 
church offering envelope and write “OWECC” on the outside or, if you donate electronically 
by e-transfer, specify OWECC in the notes for your donation. Britannia United will receive 
50% of the offerings.  

qqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqq 
A young man had been in the hospital for some time and had been extremely well looked after by 
the pretty young nurse.

"Nurse," said the patient one morning. "I'm in love with you. I don't want to get well."

"Don't worry," replied the nurse cheerfully, "you won't. The doctor's in love with me too and he 
saw you kissing me this morning."

https://rom9168.wixsite.com/website


Christmas Bazaar
For the first time in awhile we will be 
holding, in person, the Church’s Christmas 
Bazaar on Saturday November 26, 2022 
from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. Masks are 
recommended but not mandatory. 

This year the bazaar with be featuring local 
artisans and crafters. Vendors can purchase 
tables for $40; 18 tables are available. We 
will offer a garage sale, baked goods, 
a Christmas decorations room, and the 
popular Silent Auction. 

In place of a sit down meal, the bazaar will 
be offering a delicious take-home meal 
featuring ham, scalloped potatoes, baked 
beans, coleslaw, dinner roll and slice of 
apple pie for $20.00. You may order in 
advance or pick up in person, but quantities 
will be limited to 100 meals, so reserve your 
meal ahead of time. 

To help make our bazaar a success we are 
looking for people to make and donate 
baked goods, including Christmas-themed 
items, which are very popular, so please help 
fill the table. We are also soliciting 
Christmas crafts and decorations for the 
Christmas room; gift cards and gift baskets 
from local businesses (very popular items) 
for our silent auction; garage sale items for 
our Country Store such as: books, movies, 
and music, fashion accessories, children’s 
toys and games, small furniture, plus the 
usual items you find in a garage sale (all is 
good, safe working condition), … and 
volunteers to help run the event.

Please contact Kelvin Stanke at 
613-407-9382 directly or via the office to 
volunteer and/or donate items. Let’s make 
this Britannia’s largest fundraiser ever! 
Share the date with friends and family. 

Kelvin Stanke 

Inspiration from Ireland 
I went to Ireland in September because I 
remember my Irish paternal grandfather, 
who died when I was 6. At the age of 12, a 
third son with no future in Ireland and 
afflicted with tuberculosis, probably from 
smoky fires, he left. My grandfather 
flourished in New Zealand, where he had his 
own farm (which would not have been 
possible in Ireland), but he never saw his 
family again. I found that very sobering as 
my sons turned 12.
The Troubles in Northern Ireland lasted 
from the late 1960s to 1998. The area in 
Belfast where the Troubles were 
concentrated is about the same as the space 
between Pinecrest Road and Bayshore, 
although at their height the problems spread 
much further. In the small Belfast area are 
many murals, some showing the people who 
starved themselves to death in prison in 
protest.
Most of the problems in the Troubles were 
between those who wanted Ireland to be an 
independent country and those who wanted 
it to be part of the British Empire. In Ireland, 
in 2022, guides were prepared to say there 
were problems on both sides of the Troubles. 
There was also a poster with a sketch of 
Jesus and the words, “He wants your heart, 
not your vote”.
We have known the conflict between those 
who want Quebec to be independent and 
those who feel “My Canada includes, 
Quebec”. Although feelings ran very high on 
the issue in Canada at one point, it was not 
accompanied by the same level of violence. 
Ireland made me realize that, fortunately, 
during the occupation in Ottawa last 
January, there were no bombs and nobody 
died. 
On a building near the city centre of Belfast 
a sign reads, “A Nation that keeps one eye 
on the past is wise. A Nation that keeps both 
eyes on the past is blind.” 

Susan Aiken



Britannia United Church as a Community Hub 
As part of Britannia United Church’s mission statement, we affirm that we will receive and 
welcome the stranger in our midst, support one another, seek justice in the world, reach out 
around us and share our love.

It is in this vein that Britannia United Church rents out space to the following organizations 
which, in turn, reach out to the community:

• MindWare Academy
• Chinese Canadian Children's Choir of Canada
• Maple Leaf Theatre Productions
• Al-Anon
• Queensway Terrace North Community Association
• Carlingwood Toastmasters
• Recyclore Bicycle Recycling Inc 

These organizations have provided the following descriptions of their mandates and services.  
MindWare Academy 
MindWare Academy is a school that 
specializes in teaching children with 
additional learning needs, as well as students 
with social, emotional, and regulation 
challenges.  Our school offers remediation in 
academics, social skills, and emotional 
regulation.  Our programs are individualized 
and tailored to help each student succeed 
and reach their full educational and social 
potential, allowing them to learn and grow 
in a compassionate, nurturing environment 
where they can connect with peers with 
similar needs.  Certified teachers and 
educational staff with specialized skills are 
employed within a tight-knit environment to 
ensure that the unique and often complex 
needs of our students are met.  One-on-one 
support is provided as needed.  Students are 
taught strategies to aid with focus and 
distractibility.  Students in need of language 
support receive direct instruction on the 
science of reading.  MindWare uses the 
Orton Gillingham method, as well as 
Structured Word Inquiry to support these 
needs.  Each day, classes participate in a 
peace circle to learn coping skills, to talk 
openly about mental health, and to practice 
social skills and regulation.  MindWare is an 
inclusive community and our small but 
mighty school comes together to learn about 

teamwork, cooperation, and leadership, 
through fun Friday activities and challenges!

For more information, don’t hesitate to 
contact the principal/director, Susan 
Mancini, at smancini@mindware.ca.
Chinese Canadian Children's Choir of 
Canada (C5) 
C5 is a not-for-profit organization based in 
Ottawa.  It focuses on developing a 
fundamental understanding of music, life, 
emotional expression, and intercultural 
communication for children between the 
ages of 5 and 16.  It provides an East-meets-
West experience and helps to raise the 
cultural awareness and confidence of young 
Canadians.  It promotes the learning of 
languages and cultures through singing 
English, French, Chinese songs and those in 
Hebrew, German and Ukrainian, etc., and 
enables children to learn to appreciate and to 
embrace the spirit of multiculturalism in 
Canada.

Its mission is to develop a deep 
understanding and love of humanity, world 
cultures, and languages, and to promote the 
development of a fundamental 
understanding of music, life, expression of 
feeling, and intercultural communication.

mailto:smancini@mindware.ca


C5 is recognized for the quality of its 
programming and for its focus on Canadian 
and Chinese cultures.  It works to foster an 
environment of sincerity, dedication, and 
responsibility through the combining of 
histories, traditions, languages and cultures 
of the World.  C5’s repertoire includes songs 
composed by its own members.  C5 supports 
its members’ development through an active 
program of choral learning and performance.  
In the practice of learning and operations as 
a choir, C5 will nurture strong parent-
conductor-student relationships with close 
ties to the community.
Maple Leaf Theatre Productions 
Maple Leaf Theatre Productions, (formerly 
GOYA), a federally chartered not-for-profit 
corporation, is a local community theatre 
founded in 2000.  It is the only community 
theatre in Canada that produces plays and 
musicals written exclusively by Canadians.

Through the years we have enjoyed the 
benefit of being able to rehearse in the 
facilities offered by Britannia United 
Church.  In fact in 2001 Reverend Jim 
Baldwin played the leading role as 
Peter Easten, the infamous English pirate in 
the musical The Princess and the Pirate.

This year we rehearsed in the Church the 
new musical Yes I Can! based on the life and 
times of Michelle Obama.  It was due to 
open in September at Centrepointe Theatre 
but 11th hour illnesses by cast members 
forced us to postpone it until next season in 
October. See you all then.
Al‑Anon
Al-Anon is a mutual support program for 
people whose lives have been affected by 
someone else’s drinking. It is a 12 step self 
help group that deals primarily with those 
who have suffered the effects of having a 
spouse, or perhaps a child or a friend or a 
family member whose alcoholism or 
addiction has affected their own daily lives.

Many of its members come to Al-Anon to 
try to understand the disease of alcoholism 
as their lives had become unmanageable.  
The Al-Anon program is a program designed 
not on how to cure the alcoholic, but as a 
program for loved ones to protect 
themselves and learn to take care of 
themselves with respect to this horrible 
disease: how to not enable the alcoholic, 
how to set healthy boundaries, how to 
detach with love.  The knowledge the 
program offers has allowed group members 
to learn about the disease of alcoholism and 
has allowed them to make individual choices 
in their specific environment.  The 
environment of being around an alcoholic or 
an addict can be mentally challenging and 
unhealthy. 

By sharing common experiences and 
applying the Al-Anon principles, families 
and friends of alcoholics can bring positive 
changes to their individual situations, 
whether or not the alcoholic admits the 
existence of a drinking problem or seeks 
help.

The Al-Anon family group has no opinion 
on outside issues; hence, its name should 
never be drawn into public controversy.  Its 
public relations policy is based on attraction 
rather than promotion.  It will take special 
care to ensure anonymity to all its members. 

Multiple groups in the Ottawa area 
contribute to a fund towards printing 
pamphlets and posters that are given free of 
charge to area medical and distress centres, 
community health centres and women’s 
crisis centres.  This fund also pays for the 
cost of the local Al-Anon phone line here in 
Ottawa which is staffed by area volunteers 
answering calls, helping those in distress 
and promoting the program.  Outreach is 
also done at special events throughout the 
city, such as festivals and community 
workshops and events.  



Britannia United Church as a Community Hub (cont.) 
Queensway Terrace North Community 
Association 
Two new City plans will bring major 
changes for residents in the area around 
Britannia United Church.  One plan will 
guide new developments around the 
Queensview and Pinecrest Light Rail Transit 
(LRT) stations.  It includes the whole 
neighbourhood of Queensway Terrace North 
(QTN).  The other one will lead to changes 
along Carling Avenue from the Lincoln 
Fields mall area to Pinecrest.  QTN could 
become the backside of two major 
redevelopments or it could be a unique, 
treasured neighbourhood in a re-vitalized, 
attractive urban centre.
The QTN Community Association (QTNca) 
brings residents together to build community 
through activities like the Halloween Walk 
through Elmhurst Woods and the Winter 
Carnival; recreation like the ice rink 
program or Spring Community Bike Ride; 
and working for improvements in our area, 
like a new accessible path on the south side 
of Frank Ryan Park.  The Safe Streets and 
Nature committees lead on projects like 
more sidewalks and reduced speeds on 
narrow streets, a new approach to 
Neighbourhood Watch, park clean-ups, and 
tree-planting. 
In the next six months, QTNca will also 
work to bring the voices of residents and 
stakeholders like BUC into the City 
planning process to help ensure that the new 
plans for this area include community 
priorities.  One strong theme is the ability to 
walk safely and connect easily to what 
people need to live a good life here.  Change 
brings opportunities and challenges.  QTNca 
is committed to make change work for the 
community as much as we can. 
You can learn more about QTNca by visiting 
its website, www.qtnca.ca, and signing up 
for a newsletter that comes by e-mail.  You 
can also send a message to 
qtncommunity@gmail.com.
Toastmasters 
Toastmasters is a worldwide non-profit 
organization which helps people to improve 

their communication and leadership skills.  
It provides a “learn by doing” environment 
which is tailored to meet your goals.  When 
you join, you will receive one-on-one 
mentoring and access to multiple resources 
from the Toastmasters International 
organization.  As well, your membership in 
Toastmasters allows you to visit a 
worldwide network of clubs.  The 
Carlingwood Club is one of the oldest clubs 
in Ottawa and has been meeting in various 
west Ottawa locations since 1961.  It met at 
Britannia from 2018 until the pandemic 
stopped in-person meetings.  After two years 
of meeting virtually, Carlingwood 
Toastmasters is re-introducing in-person 
meetings on a bi-weekly basis.  We alternate 
between fully virtual meetings and hybrid 
meetings (which allows those who cannot 
attend in person to attend virtually) every 
Monday from 6:30 PM to 8 PM.  This 
format provides you with the opportunity to 
develop public speaking and leadership 
skills in a variety of settings.  The club is 
open to anyone who is 18 years old or older.  
Everyone is welcome to attend as a guest to 
learn more about the program and how it 
works. 

Carlingwood Toastmasters is a longstanding 
and high-quality club that is based on the 
organization’s Pathways Educational 
Program.  For more information, please 
check out our website at https://
3319.toastmastersclubs.org  or contact us at 
carlingwoodtoastmasters@gmail.com. 
Recyclore
Britannia United Church has a new tenant!  
Recyclore Bicycle Recycling Inc. is an all-
volunteer registered not-for-profit dedicated 
to keeping bicycles out of the landfill and 
putting them back on the street.  They accept 
donations of old bicycles, recondition them, 
and then offer the used bicycles for sale.  
Recyclore has been a supporter of cycling 
culture in the Britannia area for many years.  
If you'd like to find out more about 
Recyclore, visit their website at 
www.recyclore.org. 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Britannia United Church as a Community Hub (cont.)
Renting at Britannia
Renting space in our facility creates a situation in which Britannia United Church and 
community organizations benefit.  It facilitates good stewardship of our resources, and allows 
our renters to focus on their outreach.  “... the partnerships go beyond the typical landlord-
tenant relationship.  They help non-churchgoers see the church as relevant to the wider 
community, and encourage them to become invested in the church’s sustainability and vitality. 
Some would argue that opening the church’s doors to like-minded groups is a top solution for 
any congregation’s future.”  (Source:  United Church of Canada, Broadview, “Churches serve 
communities. Now community hubs are saving churches.  Relationships between 
congregations and neighbourhoods are breathing new life into old buildings,” https://
broadview.org/church-services-community-centres/)  It is a win-win situation for Britannia 
United Church and for our renters!

Treasurer’s Report
I’m pleased to report that we have fully 
implemented the new PowerChurchPlus software.  It 
has streamlined our financial record-keeping, 
improved oversight and simplified our weekly 
collection process.  Below is our Statement of 
Operating Fund Revenues and Expenses for the 9 
months ending September 30, 2022.
As you can see our financial situation continues to 
be a challenge.  Thanks to you, offerings are 
consistent with this time last year, supplemented 
with income from renting our facilities.  All 
available parking spots have been rented and interest 
is increasing for renting space in the church.  
Income from fundraisers has been limited again this 
year, with the sales of the KD cloths and the garage 
sale earlier in the year.  We are hopeful that the 
Christmas Bazaar will generate some much needed 
revenues.
We continue to manage expenses as best we can.  Salaries were somewhat higher than budget 
as Rev Jim graciously agreed to delay his retirement to the end of the summer.  
To fund operations, we have nearly depleted the government and United Church of Canada 
loans received in 2020.  The loans of $49,500 are repayable by December 31, 2023 and we 
will need to draw on the restricted funds to make those payments.  As experienced globally 
across the markets, our investments in the restricted funds have declined in value by 14.2% 
from the beginning of the year, with a market value on September 30, 2022 of $597,701.  With 
the advice of our investment advisors, we transferred $80,000 into a GIC, redeemable in July 
2023, which can be used for loan repayment.  The remaining securities are considered low risk 
and we expect that the gains we saw last year will be recovered, in time.  How much time is 
the big question.
As we enter our period of intentional interim ministry, there will be incremental costs.  
Nevertheless, I have a positive outlook as we move toward investing in our Church.  
Colleen Chambers, Treasurer  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How to Support Your Church
Britannia relies on your donations to support our work, in both the congregation and our 
community. There are many ways you can make your donation.

The church no longer prints personalized donation envelopes as they are costly and there are 
more convenient options. If you do want to donate by envelope, you can pick up blank ones in 
the foyer, or ask the envelope steward for a box. Don’t forget to write your envelope number 
and/or name on the envelope before putting it in the collection plate!

If you are participating in our services remotely, or are unable to attend, here is how you can 
donate.

1. PAR (Pre Authorized Remittance) is a convenient way to take care of your regular 
commitment to the Church. To participate, decide on the amount that you want to donate each 
month (e.g. general fund, Mission & Service, other (specify)). Print and fill in the PAR 
authorization form, and attach a void cheque (or void cheque form) from your bank account. 
Then mail the application and void cheque to the Church. Your account will be debited on or 
about the 20th of the month and the Church’s account credited with the amount.  Contact the 
Church Office to obtain further information from the Envelope Steward.

2. E-transfer your donation from your 
bank account directly to the Church. 
To make an e-transfer, log in to your 
bank’s website, select the e-transfer 
option (the name may vary between 
banks), add “BRITANNIA UNITED 
CHURCH” as a payee. Verify that it 
selects “bookkeeper@brituc.ca” as the 
email. If you wish the entire deposit to 
be made to the general fund, nothing 
more is required. If you want some to 
go to other funds such as Mission & 
Service, include information in the 
Notes section on how you want your 
donation divided. There are no 
security questions required to make 
the transfer.

3. Mail a cheque to the Church. Again, 
include a note if you want some or all 
of the money to go to fund(s) other 
than the general operating account.

4. Donate via Canada Helps by 
clicking the “Donate” button at the top 
of the Church’s website home page.



A New Beginning for Britannia UC
Britannia has a new minister.  Rev. Jen Power began her Interim Ministry with us on Oct. 1, 
2022 and what an appropriate day for a new beginning.  Every year on the first Sunday in 
October Christians around the globe celebrate World Communion Sunday. It is a day to 
remember that Jesus is the One who calls all Christians together in unity and people draw faith 
and inspiration from seeing that they are part of a world wide community of believers and 
worshippers. What a joy it was to celebrate communion together after two and a half years of 
the pandemic!  Worshippers sat in a large double circle and Rev. Jen served the elements from 
the original Britannia communion table. To ensure health safety, bread, rice crackers and 
grapes were served in paper muffin cups. 

Rev. Jen has placed the image of a tree on one 
wall of the sanctuary (removable, we are 
assured) so that we can reflect on Thanksgiving 
and what it means to us.  There are leaves and 
seeds to write on and attach to the tree. Leaves 
for what we are thankful for and seeds for our 
hopes and dreams.  This is an activity for all 
ages. 

Now the tree is adorned with colourful leaves 
and seeds fall around it, just like the trees that 
we see out our windows: a fall festival of colour 
as the trees prepare for the winter of 
contemplation with a new season of growth to 
come in the spring.

The process of Interim ministry is underway and will continue for the next two years. We are 
all being asked to think about where we are as a church and where we want to be. What are 
our dreams?  Where is God calling us to be?  How do we go forward but remain true to our 
values? How can we connect to the local community? Throughout the coming month there 
will be many consultations with all groups within the church, in order to form a common way 
forward for our church. 

Blessings from the Transition Committee BUC.

Rev. Jen Power, Rev. Ed Gratton, Dee McEwen, Marilyn Bruce, Lauren Wallace, Barry 
Meredith  

KD Cloths
I will be selling the incredible KD cloth to 
help raise funds for Britannia United 
Church. Now is a good time to buy the KD 
cloths for fall clean up, birthday gifts, and as 
Christmas gifts.

You just wet it, wring it, wipe item and you 
are done. No chemicals needed.  Easy to 

use, safe and not harmful to the 
environment. It cleans windows streak-free, 
as well as stainless steel, taps, counters, 
cupboards, etc.  I use it to touch up silver.. 

To purchase cloths, contact Rose Bernauer at 
613-721-3874 or email 
at bernauerrose@yahoo.com

Thanks, Rose   

mailto:bernauerrose@yahoo.com


Bazaar, Bazaar, Bazaar
Orleans United Bazaar
The annual OUC Christmas Bazaar is back as an 
in-person event this year!  Featuring unique 
handcrafted items, holiday ornaments, home decor, 
winter knits, woodcrafts, gently used books and 
jigsaw puzzles, baking, tourtières and other freezer 
meals, a silent auction and lots more. Mark your 
calendars for Saturday November 19, 9 am to 2 
pm. at Orleans United Church, 1111 Orleans 
Blvd.  Free admission and lots of free parking. 
Online preview: http://ouc-bazaar.blogspot.ca. 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PERSISTENT GOD 
Luke 18:1 - 8 and James 2: 14 - 17 
As I mentioned in my last couple of reflections, whenever we read scripture, we need to 
consider the context in which it was written and our own context. Today’s passage from 
the gospel according to Luke is the perfect story for understanding why context matters. 

First, like everything we read, when we read scripture we need to understand that we 
are reading it from our current perspective. For example, I am reading it in 2022 from 
my Canadian, white, middle class, 50 year old, cisgendered, female perspective. 

Second, if we were raised in any Christian denomination, including the United Church 
of Canada, that denomination and the leadership in our local congregation also had and 
has its own lens. Again, for example, I grew up in the 80’s. The first minister I 
remember was a lovely, elderly man who taught that God is love. When he retired, the 
next minister interpreted scripture to say that God’s love was solely for those who 
conformed to the teachings of certain passages of scripture that he felt most strongly 
about - he preferred to preach about hellfire, damnation and judgment and didn’t say too 
much about justice, kindness, walking humbly with God and loving our neighbours as 
we loved ourselves. 

Third, we need to remember that unless we have access to the original texts and are 
fluent in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek, whenever we read scripture, we are reading it 
through the lens of those who interpreted it. There are so many different versions of the 
Bible aren’t there? Some of the most common translations in English are the King 
James Version, New International Version, New Revised Standard Bible, New Living 
Translation, Christian Standard Bible, and the New English Bible. I personally use the 
Inclusive, First Egalitarian Bible. Why are there so many different versions of the 
Bible? In part, because of the ongoing discoveries of manuscripts. The King James 
version was first translated more than 400 years ago in the 1600s but new manuscripts 
were discovered in the 1800s and then the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered in 1947. 
From there, each version was written to address readers’ varying needs including words 
literally changing their meaning over time. For example, the King James Version quotes 
Jesus, saying “Suffer the children come unto me.” ( Mark 10: 14 KJV). In the 17th 
Century (when the King James Version was written), the word ‘suffer’ meant ‘permit’ or 
‘allow’ but that is definitely not what it means today, is it? The same verse in the 
Inclusive Bible (which was translated in the 1980s and 90s) reads “Let the children 
come to me.” 

We could go even further into the context and the many lenses we wear when we read 
the Bible but now, let’s look at what has historically been called “The Parable of the 
Unjust Judge” or “The Parable of the Persistent Widow.” 

Historically, this parable has been about Jesus instructing the disciples about the need to 
be persistent in prayer. The first character in his story is the judge – known as the unjust 
judge. The second character is a widow who basically harasses the judge until he finally 
gives in and gives her what she has been begging for. He doesn’t do it out of 
compassion for her situation: he does it to get her to leave him alone. On the surface, 



the message is: “if you pray hard enough, to the point of harassing God, God, the judge 
might just give you what you want.” 

That hellfire and damnation minister that I told you about earlier? He preached that God 
was like the judge in Jesus’ parable, and he wasn’t the only one. The easiest way that 
church leaders manipulated people into doing the will of the church – not God – from 
the10th century right through today in some traditions, was to convince them that God 
was or is the judge and the jury. This has been the way the story has typically been read 
and used over time. The message has been: just have enough faith, pray hard, and God 
will answer your prayers and give you what you want like a magical wizard. Well, for 
those who seem to have lived a charmed life, maybe they feel like God has given them 
everything they have ever prayed for, but, what does this understanding of the story say 
to those who suffer? What is the message to those who, unlike the widow in the story, 
are not granted justice? What is the message to the person who has lost everything they 
have because a hurricane ripped through their community? What is the message to the 
one who loses their child to cancer or some other tragedy? What is the message to the 
person who was downsized by the company they worked for for 20 years? Have they 
not prayed enough? 

It’s time to have another look at this parable. In the future we’ll also consider prayer, but 
one thing at a time. It’s time to remember all of the lenses through which we have read 
or been taught this parable and to ask if they reflect all of the things Jesus taught and did 
to show the true nature of God - a God of justice, compassion and love. 

In Jesus’ time, judges were not like the judges of our current judicial system. The title of 
judge meant something completely different. In Jesus’ time, the Judges of Israel had 
ultimate authority - almost as much as a king or ruler would have had. It was their job to 
ensure that the citizens of their community had the basic necessities - food, shelter, etc. 
Like in every time and place, in Jesus’ day there would have been judges who used their 
power justly, for the good of the people and there would have been those who abused 
and misused their power to look out for themselves. Jesus’ followers would have 
encountered both kinds of judges. They would have been able to name some of the 
power hungry, abusive judges they had encountered in their lives. The judge of Jesus’ 
story is one of those: Jesus says he has no regard for his actual job description and has 
no respect for God or humanity. 

The widow was utterly powerless. When her husband died, if she had no son or other 
man to look after her, the best she could hope for was to beg on the streets or to collect 
the left-over grain in the fields. Widows certainly would not have been allowed to speak 
to a judge, much less demand anything from a judge. The widow in Jesus’ story, 
however, is relentless. The Greek translation suggests the widow assaults the judge 
literally and figuratively until he gives in. 

The disciples hearing this story would have seen the absolute absurdity of a widow 
taking on a judge. More than likely they had a good chuckle over it because they would 
have understood the story from their context in that time. 



So what is Jesus really saying in this story? I, personally, do not think Jesus is saying 
that God is like the unjust judge, but that God is the exact opposite of the unjust judge. 
When I say that God is the opposite of the unjust judge, I’m not saying that God is a 
good or fair judge - that would still portray God as a judge and that is not how God is 
depicted in scripture nor is it my experience and understanding of God. So if God is not 
the judge in the story, who is God? 

Who is the only character left? The widow. The widow who persistently cries out for 
justice. What did the prophet Micah say? God has made it abundantly clear what “good” 
is and what God needs from you: “simply do justice, love kindness and humbly walk 
with your God.” 

So if God is the widow in this story, then who is the unjust judge? The people. The 
people of Jesus’s day who turned a blind eye to the needs of others and who looked 
after number one first and foremost, who allowed the orphaned, widowed, the outcast 
and the marginalized to really suffer. 

Again, consider the context. Who is telling the story? Jesus. The One who embodied the 
nature and presence of God through his teachings and actions. Jesus, a homeless 
refugee, born to unwed, poor, peasant parents. Jesus who spoke about the kingdom of 
God where the last would be first and which was the polar opposite of the Kingdoms of 
his day. Jesus who was arrested, tried and executed as a common criminal. 

If Jesus is the embodiment of the nature of God then God cannot possibly be the 
powerful, authoritarian, abusive judge, right? What are some of the descriptors used for 
Jesus? Teacher, friend, spiritual guide, compassionate, bringer of peace, radically 
inclusive...  
Jesus shared bread - he shared life - with those who were outcast, downtrodden, 
enslaved, marginalized, he persistently cried out for justice. This means God is 
compassion, God is radically inclusive, God persistently cries out for justice. 

Back to context. 

Who are we today in this story? Are we the widow or the judge? We have a choice. 
Every day we have so many choices. The reality is that sometimes we may be the unjust 
judge but who are we called to be? We talk about being the Body of Christ - the hands 
and feet of Christ. Is that who we are striving to be? Our second reading from James 
states so clearly “If any are in need of clothes and have no food to live on, and one of 
you says to them, ‘Good bye and good luck. Stay warm and well fed,’ without giving 
them the bare necessities of life, then what good is this?” I love this passage. It is a clear 
reminder that actions speak louder than words and our call to be the hands and feet of 
Christ, our call to seek justice, love kindness and walk humbly with God, is a call to 
action to help create the kingdom, kingdom or realm of God, right here, right now, 
every single day. 

In the days, weeks and months ahead as we consider who we are called to be, my hope 
is that we will dig deep to truly discern who and whose we are. May this be so, Amen. 



A Message from our Sponsor 
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